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Oulu universitehta sdmegiela oahpahusa guovddas Suomas
VELI-PEKKA LEHTOLA

Lektorahtas veahkkeprofessorahtii

Sahtta dadjat, ahte Oulu universitehta lea deattuhan samegiela ja sami kultuvrra alggu rajes.
Universitehta rahpandilalaSvuodas jagi 1959 rektor Pentti Kaitera ¢uolai humanisttala$ diehtagiid
beali “vuoinnalas ofelazzan”. Kaitera mielde universitehta galggai faguhit kultturarvvuid, maid
odda aigi geahccala javkadastit. Earenoamas ovdamearkan Kaitera mainnasii simegiela ja sami
kultuvrra.

Oulu universitehta asahii jagi 1970 samegiela lektorahta, mii lei njulgestaga historjjalas. Dalle
samegiela approbatur-oahpahus alggahuvvui vuosttasin oppa Suomas. Samegicla ledje gal
oahpahan Helssega universitehtas suopmelaSurgralas gielladiehtaga oassin, muhto dasa gulle
dusse giellahistorjja logaldagat ja algo- ja joatkkakursa. Maiddai Turku universitehtas ledje
doallan giellahistorjjala$ kurssaid, nu maiddai Roavenjargga geasseuniversitehtas.

Samegiela oahpahusa ovddideapmi laktasii Cavgadit juo alggu rajes jagi 1966 dalggahuvvon
suomagiela instituhta doaimmaide. Pauli Saukkonen, guhte bodii professorin 1967, alggii dalan
virgedigodagas alggus ovddidit jurdaga, mo same- ja esttegielaid sahtdsii laktit suomagiela
instituhta oahpahussii. Esttegiela lektorvirgi asahuvvui 1968. Suomagiela laudatur-oahpuide gulai
muhtun fuolkegiela viiddes kursa. Saukkonen anii sealvin, ahte dat galggai leat sdmegiella, man
diibmooahpahus alggiige juo 1960-logu loahppajagiid.

Diibmooahpahus ii lean Saukkonen mielas doarvai, ja nu son anui universitehta cuovvu busehttii
rudaid sdmegiela lektorahta dsaheami varas. “Universitehta ja maid suomagiela instituhtta ledje
ain pioneramuttus, ja odda virggiid lei oalle alki fidnet”, Saukkonen gavnnaha. Lektorahta
asaheapmi ovdaniige jodanit, nu ahte guovvamanus 1970 Helsingin Sanomat muitalii dan 4ssi
vuosttas siiddustis:

Feastalevgema veard ovdananlavkin adnojuvvo Sdmieatnamis dat mearradus, man
mielde Oulu universitehtas alggahuvvo samegiela ja sami kultuvrra darvosdtneoahpahus.
“Juo dat ahte dakkar mearradus lea dahkkon mearkkasa muhtinlagan dovddastusa dasa
ahte mii leat”, arvala oahpaheaddji Nils-Aslak Valkeapdd, ‘juoigi oarjebiegga”,
Eanodagas eret. “Dan dafus dan mearradusas lea suige stuorimus mearkkasupmi. Nuppe
dafus lea buorre, ahte latteoahppit ozzot na dilalasvuoda oahpdsmuvvat samegillii ja
sami kultuvrii.” “Ailu” Valkeapdi mielas giellaoahpahus budalda ddin digge menddo
ollu giellahistorjjalas ja sandlas ovdanemiid dutkamusain.

Samegiela ja sami kultuvrra approbatur-oahpahus alggii ¢akcat 1970. Aivve alggus das véstidii
Helssega universitehta suopmelas-ugralas gielaid instituhtta. Professor Mikko Korhonen ja
assisteanta Pekka Sammallahti rahkadeigga oahppogéibadusaid. Korhonen lei oahpahusa
goziheaddji ja valddii vuostd approbatur-tenttiid. Son finai muhtumin Oulus doallamin
periodaoahpahusa, muhto eanas gerddiid tentevastadusat saddejuvvojedje Helssegii.



Lektorvirggi bodii dikSut Helvi Nuorgam-Poutasuo, Ohcejoga sapmi gii lei studeremin Helssega
universitehtas. Son jodii Oulus namalassii oaivegadvpoga guovllus. Vuosttas jahkekurssas ledje
guhtta oahppi. Sis njealjis halidedje dievasmabhttit oahppoavdnasiiddiset “sdmeavdnasiiguin”,
muhto guokte sis barge Samieatnamis ja sudnos lei miella buoridit &ammatdaidduska.

Kulturoahpuide gulle vuoinpalas ja avnnaslas arbevieru, girjegiela ja girjjalasvuoda
logaldatraiddut. Easkaalgiide lei samegielas fallun algokursa, halestanharjehusat ja teoriijaoahput.
Kurssa ulbmilin lei addit govttolas girjjalas ja njalmmala$ mahtu.

Samegiela daiddus ii duon aigge lean avki sameguovllu virggiid ozadettiin, dego bodii ovdan
Lapin Kansa sadhkkehallamis: “Lektor Poutasuo kritisere veaha Suoma skuvladiliid, danne go
Suoma skuvlaldhka ii ane sdmegiela daiddu ovdamunnin go oahpaheaddjit valljejuvvojit
sameguovllu skuvllaide. Na manat eai fidne giellaoahpahusa eaige samegielat skuvllat oppa
leatge.” Poutasuo arvalii ahte approbatur-oahpahus barggaha gal ovtta oahpaheaddji.
“JoatkkavejolaSvuodat fas eaktudit lasi oahpaheaddjiid, mii lea ollasit ekonomala$ gazaldat.”

Poutasuo barggai lektorin jagiid 1970 -72, muhto jagi 1971 Samuli Aikio ja Pekka Sammallahti
doaimmaiga oanehis aiggiid su sadjasazzan. Go son ii $at dahtton joatkit, Saukkonen fertii ohcat
soames eard doallat oahpahusa. Son sidai lektorin Tuomas Magga, eangalasgiecla magistara ja
oahpaheaddjin auskulteren sami gii lea eret Guhtura gilis Anaris. Magga lea dan dafus harvenas
sapmi, ahte gaskaskuvladigge Avvilis son fidnii veahd sdmegiela oahpahusa. Skuvladuodastussii
addojuvvui daid vatna sdmegielaoahpuin nummir, mii dasto ¢uovui studeantaduodastussiinai.

Magga lei veaha eahpadusas arvago algit lektorvirgéi, danne go eangalasgiela dutkkus ii orron
addimin valmmasvuodaid samegiela oahpaheapmai, eandalii go valmmas oahppomaterialat eai
lean. Son alggii virgai “goit ovtta jahkai”. Son goittotge bisanii lektorvirgai, nu ahte dat bargu
bisttii measta 35 jagi. Algojagit lektorvirggis ledje lossadat, danne go oahpahusvuogadagaid ja
oahppomaterialaid galggai visot pladnet okto. Su oabba Siiri Miettunen almmustahtii 1967
Appesa, mii ieSalddes lei 4idna oddadigisa§ oahppogirji Suomas. Daca ja Ruota
oahppomaterialaid lei vattis geavahit ortografiija- ja maid kulturerohusaid dihte.

Jagi 1973 oahppodvnnas nanusmuvai sakka, go dalle asahuvvui samegiela ja sami kultuvrra
veahkkeprofessorvirgi. Dat virgi dikSojuvvui nu, ahte Mikko Korhonen lei oahpahusa goziheadd;i
ja su geahcu vuolde virggi dikSo Nils-Erik Hansegérd, Martti Linkola, Olavi Korhonen, Samuli
Aikio, Tuomas Magga ja Pekka Sammallahti dassd go Sammallahti nammaduvvui
veahkkeprofessorin 1977.

Sierra valdoavnnasin

Veahkkeprofessorvirgi dagai vejolazzan dan, ahte oahppoavnnas viiddiduvvui cum laude -déssai.
Na lei vejolas skuvlet oahpaheaddjiid maid “iezas darbbuide”. Sammallahti, guhte nammaduvvui
veahkkeprofessorin, lei seamma jagi (1977) nakkdhallan doavttirin davvisdmegiela Nuorta-
Eanodaga suopmana jietnadatoahpas. Seamma jagi devdojuvvui maid lektorvirgi, go
lisensiahtadutkosa ¢adahan Magga nammaduvvui lektorin. Ovddit lohkanjagi lektorvirggis lei
Magga sadjasazzan magisttar Irja Seurujarvi, guhte 1977 vulggii stipendidhtan Osloi.

Dal go virggit ledje devdon bissovaccat, virggehasat ovddidiSgodiiga approbatur- ja cum laude-
oahpahusa. Jagi 1978 alggahuvvui maid nuortalasgiela approbatur-oahpahus, man didna
oassevaldi lei Leo Gauriloff, guhte lei lohkamin luohkkaoahpaheaddjin. Nuortalasgiela

oahpahus dollojuvvui ovtta dalvvi, iige dat leat Sat das mannel leamas oahpahanprogrammas.



Oulu universitehta sdmegiellaoahpahussii biddjojuvvojedje juo alggus eardlagdn ulbmilat go
Helssega universitehtas. Vuoddojurddan lei oahpahit geavatla§ gielladaiddu sami servodaga
darbbuide. “Ovdamearkan giellahistorja lei dusSe okta oahppoavnnas eara oahppoadvdnasiid
joavkkus, ja dat falai duogasdiedu geavatlas gielladaiddu skahppomii. Oulus galggaioazzut
dakkar gielladdiddu ja gielladiedu, mii adnojuvvui 'dédn beaivvi’ sami servodagas”, Magga
muittasa duon aiggi viggamusaid.

Oahppin ledjen algodiggiid sdmegiela berosteaddjit, geat guldaledje logaldagaid dusse iezaset
berostumi dihte. Dadistaga stuorui daid joavku, geat lohke luohkkaoahpaheaddjin ja ¢ikno
oahpuineaset earenoamazit samegillii. Eanemusat lohke dusSe approbatura, ja oahppiid
vuolggadassi ja motivasuvdna molsaSuttai sakka.

Magga doallagodii vuosttas kurssaid samegillii 1970-logu gaskkamuttos. Hui jodanit sdmegillii
oahpaheapmi $attai ieSalddes cielga 438in. Ulbmilin lei hukset sdmegielat akademala§ dutkamusa
arbbi oahpaheaddjeskuvlejumi lassin.

Oahpahanjoavkkut ledje unnit, mii dagai oahpahusa beaktilin, muhto vejii muhtumin dahkat
kurssaid doallama vattisin, jos joavku lei beare unni. Dakkar jahkinai bodii, ahte kurssaide idii
okta aidna oahppi. Oahppiid duogazat vedje maid vaikkuhit oahpahussii eandalii 1970-logus.
Sierra suopmaniid hallit eai lean harjanan gullat eara hallanmalliid, ja muhtumin dat oahppit, mat
ledje eret Ohcejogas, eai albma bures dohkkehan oahpaheaddjiid, mat hupme oarjesuopmana.

Jagi 1979 dohkkehuvvui oktasa§ davviriikkala§ callinvuohki, mii dagahii lassebarggu. Odda
callinvuohki gaibidii darkilvuoda juo oahppiin ja oahpaheaddjiin. Duot odastus goit mearkkasii
stuorra ovdaneami, danne go dal bodii vejolazzan atnit avkin muhtun muddui maid Dacca ja

Mudui oahppomaterialaid rahkadeapmi joatkaSuvai ovdde$ ladhkai: geavatla§ oahpahanbarggu
olis. Lei maid vejola§ oazzut soames veardde veahki rahkadit oahppomateridla, degomat
satnelisttaid, jorgalusaid ja veahkkeneavvuid algokursii. Jagi 1981 bodii atnui vuosttas
“virggalas” oahppogirji, go Mikko Korhonen almmustahtii girjji Johdatus lapin kielen historiaan.
Oahppoavdnasis ledje mielde muhtun veardde samekultuvrra oahput, ja juohke jagi lei
viggamusSan bovdet soames kultursuorggi dovdi doallat eandalii muhtun cum laude -dasi
kulturkurssa.

“Stuorra  dutkkusodastusas” 1980-logu alggus samegiella ja sédmekultuvrra fidnii
valdodvnnasstahtusa, ja Sammallahti guovttos Maggain planiiga dan varas laudatur-oahpuid.
Laudatur-oahpahus eaktudii professora, ja nube Pauli Saukkonen gaibidiSgodii professorvirggi
asaheami. Dat leige garrasit homma, danne go ovdamearkan universitehta rektor Markku
Mannerkoski lei dan harrai eahpadusain. Universitehta stivra goitge lei miehtemielalas, ja
maiddai oahpahusministeriija attii lobi asahit virggi. Professorin bovdehalai Sammallahti.
Seammas veahkkeprofessora virgi heaittihuvvui.

Na Oulu universitehta sadji samegiela oahpahusa valdobaikin nanusmuvai, dego Sammallahti
gavnnahii aviisasdhkkehallamis: “Professorahta geazil Oulu badjana sami oahpahusa ja
dutkamusa njunusbaikin juo Suomas ja maiddai Davviriikkain. Ubmi universitehta vastideaddji
virgi lea deavddekeahttd ja Oslo universitehtas dat lea bahcimin guorusin.”

Maiddai easkka vuodduduvvon Lappi allaskuvlla Saddadandiehtagiid ossodat ovddidisgodii
samegiela oahpahusa oahpaheaddjeskuvlejumi oktavuodas. Roavenjarggas ii goit lean dohkala§
olmmos skuvlet eatnigielat studeanttaid, masa oahppit ledje duhtameahttumat. Sammallahti, gii



deattuhii oahpahusa dési, Sattai gazzalagaid Lappi allaskuvlla rektoriin Esko Riepulain, gean
mielas Oulu universitehta “lu¢cuhii” Lappi allaskuvlla vejolasvuodaid ordnet samegiela oahpuid.
Sammallahti lei dan mielas, ahte oahpahusa lei buoremus ¢ohkket Oului nu guhka go leat beare
unnan dohkala$ oahpaheaddjit ja dassa go Oulu universitehta oahpaheaddjiin lea bargu giedaid
dievva.

Samegiela magistarat ja doaktarat

Professorahta buoridii sdmegiela stahtusa juo universitehtamailmmis ja suopmelas servodagasge.
Sammallahti guovttos Maggain iskkaiga atnit fuola oahpahusa alla dasis — soapmasiid mielas
juobe badjelmearalaccat: algojagiid oahppogaibadusat ledje nu garrasat, ahte daid fertii dadistaga
moddiinai geahpedit. Vuosttas valdoavnnasstudeanttain ii lean alkes dilli, danne go dahkamus
orui leamen ollu eanet go eara avdnasiin.

Diibmooahpaheaddjit ledje doallan juo 1970-logu loahpa rajes muhtun logaldagaid ja
harjehusaid, muhto 1984 -86 oahppoavdnasis lei ollesaigasa§ diibmooahpaheaddji doaibma.
Vuosttas jagi dan doaimmas lei Toivo West ja dasto Anni-Siiri Lidnsman. Oahpahusa
valdodeaddu lei ain eambbo samegielas. Okta sivva dasa lei dat ahte professora
oahpahangeatnegasvuohta lei 50 diimmu uhcit jagis go veahkkeprofessoris. Na kultuvrra
oahpahussii ledje resurssat hui unnan, ja dat dikSojuvvuige eanas diibmooahpahussan.

Oahpahusa olis Sammallahti ja Magga ovddideigga maid iezaska dutkamu$a. Suoma- ja
samegiela instituhttii lei fuomasahtti dahpahus dat, go Tuomas Magga nakkahalai doavttirin jagi
1984. Magga lei callan samegiela fonologiijai laktaseaddji lisensidhtadutkamusa Turku
universitehtii 1976, muhto dal Oulu universitehta suoma- ja sdmegiela instituhtta avvudii su
Suoma vuosttamu$ sapmela$ doavttirin. Eksperimentalafonetihkala § nakkosgirjji faddan ledje
davvisamegiela Guovdageainnu suopmana guovttestavvalsaniid jietnadagaid guhkkodatgorit.
Sammallahti fas jotkkii davvisdmegiela jietnadat- ja cealkkaoahpa ja dialektologiija dutkamusaid
ja lei viiddidan dutkangiettis ieza saimegielaide. Professora ja lektora dutkansuorggit vaikkuhedje
diehttelas oahppiid fattaide, vaikkosii ozZoge ieza valljet fattaideaset. Dan dutkandoaimma, mii
dahkkojuvvui oahpposuorggi siste, govvidii 1986 ¢allojuvvon diedihancalus na:

Samegiela ja sami kultuvrra oahppoavdnasis giella lea dehdleamos dutkancuozdhat.
Guovddas faddan leat davvisamegiela suopmanat ja daid fonologalas jamorfologalas
vuogadagat. Maiddai sandadat coggojuvvo, muhto coagginbarggu ulbmilin  lea
buorebutge dokumenteren go sandadaga aitosas dutkamus. Viggamussan lea dal oazzZut
aimmuide giela albmabuktinvariid — sandadaga lassin maid fraseologiija — ja
almmustahttit daid om. sdtnelistan ja sdtnegirjin daidda geat daid atnet. Ovddemus
girjegiela dutkamusa ja giellagdhttema balvala teakstabanku, mii coggo dadistaga. Das
leat dal sullii 400 000 sani, mat leat coggojuvvon eanas ¢appagirjjalasvuodas.

Magistariid lohku lassanii hui gulul. Vuosttas samegiela magisttar Vuokko Hirvonen
valmmastuvai jagi 1991. Diedagotti ja universitehta halddahusas jearahedje ain muhtumin sivaid
dasa, manne valmmastuvvan olbmot eai lean eambbo. “Bajasguvlui” saddejuvvui juohke jagi
CilgehusCoakkaldat das, manne sdmegiela beaktilvuohta ii lean seamma désis go mangga eara
oahppodvdnasis. Muhto oahppiid lohku lei unni, ja dan moaddésisge eanemusat
“gaikkihuvvojedje” dienasbargui ovdal gerge valbmanit. Dakkar ieSgudetlagan surggiid bargiide,
geat halddasedje samegiela, lei atnu sdmeguovllus, ja jos oahppi sirdasii bargoeallimii de lei
stuorra varra ahte son ii Sat nagodan gerget oahpuidis ollenge.



Hui dehalas lavki ovddosguvlui lei dat, go saimegiela assisteantta virgi asahuvvui jagi 1995. Dalle
samegillii fidnejuvvui virgi, masa gulai maid dutkamus. Vuosttas assisteantan barggai Kare-
Marja Vuolab 1995 -98 ja vel moadde manu jagi 2000. Assisteantta bargu geahpedii sakka
oahpaheaddjiid bargonoadi, nu ahte om. professor nagodii falbmet universitehtadési
oahppomateriala.

Okta stuorra earahus 1990-logus lei dat ahte vierrogiellalinnja suddaduvvui eatnigiellalinnjai. Na
dat linnjajuohku, mii lei leamas famus stuorra dutkkusodastusa rajes, bazii eret ja visot oahpahus
lei dan rajes beare samegillii. Dan guovtti linnja suddadeapmi oktan linnjan geahpedii olu
oahpahannoadi. Oahpahusa sisdoallu planejuvvui dakkarin, ahte oahppis galggai leat buorre
samegiela daidu juo universitehtii boadedettiinis. Samiid lassin studeret sahtte beassat maid
dakkar suopmelaccatge, geat ledje skahppon logahatdasi simegielamahtu. 2000-logu algojagiid
Sattai vejolazzan ¢adahit maiddai anarasgiela vuoddooahpuid.

1990-logus ain eanet samit ja maid suopmelac¢éat geargagohte oahpuineaset. Dan skuvlejumis
maid addit Oulus lea buorre beaggin eara davviriikkainge, ja dappe falmmastuvvan olbmot
fidnejit bures barggu earret eard Guovdageainnu sami asahusain. Aitosas joatkkaoahppiid
dutkisearvvus Sattai Oului easkka 2000-logu alggus. Dan rolla sami servodagas lea stuoris
maiddai danne go oahppocéjanasat callojuvvojit samegillii. Dat lea maiddai ovddidan samegiela
akademala$ geavahusa.

Samekultuvrra oahpahus lei bahcan measta oalat eret oahppogaibadusain, vaikko dat ain lei
mielde oahppoavdnasa namas. Kulturoahpahusa nannen Sattai aigeguovdilin 1990-logus, go
kulturantropologiija instituhttii alge planet seniorassisteantta virggi, man guovddas sisdoallun
galge leat davvikultuvrrat. Giellagas-instituhta asaheapmi ja dan oazzun riikaviidosa § vastu dasto
dagai viimmat vejolazzan sami kultuvrra professorvirggi vuoddudeami. Dal riekkis lea ¢avddis.
Samegiela ja samekultuvrra oahpahussan dalgan oahppodvnnas juohkésii guovtte sadjai,
namalassii samegiela ja samiid kultuvrra valdoavdnasiidda.
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The University of Oulu - the center
of the teaching of Saami in Finland

In 1970 the University of Oulu established a lectorship in the Saami language. This act was very
remarkable, because the University of Oulu was the firstplace in Finland to offer Saami studies as
a major subject. During the first two years the institute of the Finno-Ugric languages at the
University of Helsinki was responsible for the teaching. The first lecturer in Saami was Helvi
Nuorgam-Poutasuo, and there were six students that started during the first semester. Saami was
taught as a foreign language, and the teaching was aimed at giving the students satisfactory literal
skills and fluency in Saami.

In 1972 Tuomas Magga began to serve as a lecturer. The teaching of Saami was remarkably
strenghtened in the next year when an assistant professorship was established. This made it
possible to start giving instruction on the cum laude level. In 1977 Pekka Sammallahti was
appointed to the position of associate professor. In that same year Tuomas Magga was appointed
to the position of senior lecturer. The first years were very challenging, since the teachers had to
plan all the curriculum themselves. It was not even possible to make use of the material available
in Norway or Sweden because of cultural differences. The orthography used in Finland was
different from that used in neighbouring countries.

At the University of Oulu, unlike at the University of Helsinki, the aim of instruction was, among
other things, to give practical knowledge about Saami language for the needs of Saami society. It
was essential to educate competent teachers for the schools in Saami land. One of the goals was
to create an academic research tradition in Saami language.

The teaching on the graduate level started in 1980. A professorship was established two years
later and Pekka Sammallahti was nominated as professor. This was something that improved the
status of Saami language both in academic circles and in Finnish society in general. In addition to
teaching, Sammallahti and Magga went on doing their own research. It was a noteworthy event at
the university when Magga presented his doctoral dissertation in 1984. He was the first Finnish
indigenous Saami person to do this. Sammallahti went on doing research on the sound system,
syntax and dialectology of North Saami and also of other Saami languages.

The number of those who received a master’s degree was very small in the first fifteen years. In
1991 the first student received a degree in Saami. There were many reasons for the slow progress.
The number of those who initially started studying Saami was low. Many of them went to work
before graduating, which delayed their studies. Evidently, Saami society had and still has a need
for the expertise the University of Oulu graduates.

The education provided in Oulu also has a good reputation in neighbouring countries. Those who
have graduated from here get good jobs e.g. in the Saami institutions at Guovdageaidnu, Norway.
An established post-graduate community first came into existence in Oulu during the early years
of the 21« century. The effect this has on Saami society is remarkable especially because the
scientific writings, specifically doctoral dissertations, are written in Saami. That practice results
in the development of Saami as an academic language. Due to practical limitations the teaching of
the Saami culture is decreasing all the time, even though it has existed in the name of the
programme. Founding the Giellagas Institute made it possible to establish a professorship in
Saami culture in 2004.



