
Processes of Constructing Political Subjects in Sápmi

Duringthe project,extensiveinter-
viewsweremadein the Sámiterri-
tory. They focused on the the
applicationof indigenous�‰���}�‰�o���[�•
principlesin Finland,the land use
of Sámi reindeer husbandry,the
role of the Sámiin Finnishadmin-
istration as well as questions
pertaining to the Sámi cultural
heritage, such as traditional
handicraft.

It wasfound that the earlierdeve-
lopment of the Sámi rights on
national and international levels
has increasedcontroversiesespe-
cially on the local level. This, in
turn, hasbeenreflectedon the na-
tional level as a downturn of dy-
namicprocessesof the indigenous
rights of the Sámi,especiallycon-
cerningthe Sámilanduse.

Tocompensatethe lackof power in local and national levels,Sámipoliticianshavealwaysinvoked
international norms,suchas the discoursesof indigenouspeoplesto support their claims. Despite
of the positive development in indigenous �‰���}�‰�o���[�•legislation, the possibilities of the Sámi in
Finlandto influenceon the national and local levelswere found limited.

Accordingto the project, the pre-
vailing Finnish interpretation of
self-government, can be consid-
ered contrary to the goalsof the
constitutionalstatute.

Smaller-scale models acquired
from indigenouspeoples,such as
the Akwé: Kon negotiation pro-
cedure between the National
Board of Forestry and the Sámi,
have been received positively,
however.

The most remarkable positive
developmenthasbeenseenwhen,
followinginternationalmodels,Sá-
mi collectionslocated in national
museums have been repatriated
to Sámipossession.

As a part of the project, Sigga-Marja Magga 
defended her dissertation on the traditional 

Sámi handicraft in 2018 at the University of Oulu. 
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A Sámi claim for the free, prior and informed 
consent, demonstrated at the reindeer corral 
of Semekurtta in the Skolt Sámi area. 
Photo: Jonne Sippola
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