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To compensatethe lack of power in local and national levels, Samipoliticians have alwaysinvoked
International norms, suchasthe discoursesof indigenouspeoplesto supporttheir claims Despite
of the positive development in indigenous %o } %o tegjslation, the possibilities of the Samiin
Finlandto influenceon the national andlocallevelswere found limited.

Duringthe project, extensivanter-
viewswere madein the Samterri-
tory. They focused on the the

applicationof indigenous %o } %00 |

principlesin Finland,the land use
of Samireindeer husbandry,the
role of the Samiin Finnishadmin
Istration as well as questions
pertaining to the Sami cultural
heritage such as traditional
handicraft

It wasfound that the earlierdeve
lopment of the Sami rights on
national and International levels
has Increasedcontroversiesespe
cially on the local level This, In
turn, hasbeenreflectedon the na
tional level as a downturn of dy-
namicprocesse®f the indigenous
rights of the Sami,especiallycon
cerningthe Samilanduse

Accordingto the project, the pre-
vailing Finnish interpretation of
selfgovernment, can be consid
ered contrary to the goalsof the
constitutionalstatute.

Smallerscale models acquired
from Indigenouspeoples,such as
the Akwé Kon negotiation pro-
cedure between the National
Board of Forestry and the Sami,
have been recelved positively,
however

The most remarkable positive
developmenthasbeenseenwhen,
followinginternationalmodels,Sa
mi collectionslocated in national
museums have been repatriated
to Samipossession
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