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The Research Group on Regional Transformation (RGTG) that has been working at the
Department of Geography in Oulu University for almost two decades has established a
new interdisciplinary Research Group on Mobilities, Borders and Identity (MBI). This is
closely related to the “Culture, Interaction and Identity” -theme which is one of the four
major Research Focus Areas at the University of Oulu. MBI—group will support and
promote both the University’s focus and current research in the Department. The key
themes of the MBI Research Group will be the relations between regional transformation,
mobilities, territorial boundaries and identity, which is related to a number of topical
interdisciplinary research themes, such as immigration, security, biopolitics and the
“technologization” of governance and the surveillance of population/territories.

Previous research in the RGTG has concentrated on developing both theoretical
perspectives and empirical approaches for an analysis of the social construction of
territories and (political) borders, identity politics and mobilities, especially tourism. Anssi
Paasi has been working with Kaj Zimmerbauer and Ph.D. student Joni Vainikka on such
themes as globalization, boundary producing practices, region-building processes and
regional identities/ideologies. Jarkko Saarinen has studied tourism mobilities, local cultures
and identities and sustainability. He has been actively developing international intercultural
interaction and research cooperation. Sami Moisio’s research focuses on regional
politics/policy, European integration and the spatiality of state transformation. Among other
themes, he has scrutinized various geopolitical topics in Northern Europe. Lauren Martin
joint the Geography Department in 2011 as a postdoctoral fellow. She coordinates the MBI
Research Group. Lauren has studied borders, immigration enforcement, and security
practices in the US and is beginning a new research project (Technologies of
Apprehension) on privatization and biometric surveillance in border governance. Further
members include postdoctoral researchers Eeva-Kaisa Prokkola and Juha Ridanp&é.
Eeva-Kaisa has studied formerly state borders, cross-border regionalization and identities
and is currently focusing on the technologies of border management in the EU and
Schengen area. Juha’ s research concerns the questions related to popular geopolitics,
northern regions and postcolonial studies?

The MBI group has a long tradition in international cooperation and well established
networks to researchers focusing on the European and US border regions, for example.



Research Group will continue the cooperation with international scholars through
seminars, lectures, and collaborative projects.

In the fall of 2011, the MBI group will recruit a Ph.D. student that will develop further
approaches that strive to overcome open/closed dichotomies of territoriality and will
problematize borders and the processes of bordering and border-crossings. S/he could
potentially scrutinize, for example, societal meaning-making in governmental practices that
perpetually aim at making territories and mobilities across territories calculable and
measurable, with the particular focus on border management and biometric border
controls. Alternatively, s/he might study how the increasing mobility of human beings
challenges new, increasingly open spatial constellations, and how mobile individuals
experience and conceptualize borders. Similarly the identity narratives of mobile
individuals can be analyzed and compared with wider cultural and political narratives of
territorial national and international security. The PhD student will contribute to the
empirical and conceptual-theoretical work of the MBI Research Group, support the
previous work that has been done in the Department, and introduce novel perspectives to
the study of territories, borders, territorial control, and identities.
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