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1. THE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

 
1.1. The Departmental ECTS Coordinator 
 
Mr Markku Mäkivuoti 
Department of History 
University of Oulu 
P. O. Box 1000 
FIN 90014 UNIVERSITY OF OULU 
FINLAND 
Tel: +358 8 553 3302 
Fax: +358 8 553 3315 
E-mail: markku.makivuoti@oulu.fi

 
 
1.2. Department Staff 
 
Office 
Name and e-mail address Telephone numbers 
 
Päivi Kynkäänniemi, secretary, student affairs +358-8-553 3313 
paivi.kynkaanniemi@oulu.fi
 
Leena Moisala, secretary +358-8-553 3312 
leena.moisala@oulu.fi
 
Head of Department 
Jouko Vahtola, professor +358-8-553 3306 
jouko.vahtola@oulu.fi
 
Deputy Director    
Olavi K. Fält, professor +358-8-553 3300 
olavi.falt@oulu.fi
 
Telefax +358-8-553 3315 

 
 
GENERAL HISTORY 
Professor Olavi K. Fält   
olavi.falt@oulu.fi  +358-8-553 3300 
Senior Assistant Kari Alenius       
kari.alenius@oulu.fi +358-8-553 3301 
Amanuensis Markku Mäkivuoti  
markku.makivuoti@oulu.fi  +358-8-553 3302 
Amanuensis Seija Jalagin 
seija.jalagin@oulu.fi  +358-8-553 3327 
Lecturer Henry Oinas-Kukkonen 
htok@cc.oulu.fi +358-8-553 3319 
Emeritus Professor Kyösti Julku 

 
 
HISTORY OF FINLAND AND SCANDINAVIA 
Professor Jouko Vahtola 
jouko.vahtola@oulu.fi +358-8-553 3306 
Lecturer Reija Satokangas 
reija.satokangas@oulu.fi +358-8-553 3307 
Lecturer Matti Salo   
matti.salo@oulu.fi +358-8-553 3339 
Lecturer Henry Oinas-Kukkonen  
henry.oinas-kukkonen@oulu.fi +358-8-553 3319 

 
 
HISTORY OF IDEAS AND SCIENCES 
Professor Maija Kallinen  
maija.kallinen@oulu.fi +358-8-553 3303 
Lecturer Heini Hakosalo  
heini.hakosalo@oulu.fi +358-8-553 3323 
Lecturer Erkki Urpilainen  
hist-eu@raita.oulu.fi +358-8-553 3305 
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Amanuensis Jarmo Pulkkinen  
jarmo.pulkkinen@oulu.fi  +358-8-553 3304 

 
 
LANGUAGES AND CULTURE OF THE ANTIQUITY 
Lecturer Timo Sironen  
timo.sironen@oulu.fi +358-8-553 3310 

 
 
PHILOSOPHY 
Lecturer Kari Väyrynen   
kari.väyrynen@oulu.fi +358-8-553 3311 
 

 
EUROPEAN STUDIES 
Lecturer Eero Jarva     
eero.jarva@oulu.fi +358-8-553 3309 

 
 
JAPANESE STUDIES 
Amanuensis Seija Jalagin  
seija.jalagin@oulu.fi +358-8-553 3327 

 
 
POLITICAL SCIENCE 
Amanuensis Markku Mäkivuoti 
markku.makivuoti@oulu.fi   +358-8-553 3302 
Docent Ilkka Ruostetsaari  
ptilru@uta.fi       
  +358-3-215 7012 

 
 
1.3. RESEARCH PROFILES 
 
General History 
Global history, cultural encounters and images. 
 
Global history can firstly be understood as a historical development towards a more and more integrated world order and its cultural forms. Secondly, global 
history means studying local phenomena from a global perspective. One of the most important focuses of research in global history is on cultural encounters. 
 
In a rapidly integrating world it is very important that we know the mentalities that affect the way human beings, peoples and cultures have reacted (and 
react) to each other. Both positive and negative cultural encounters are sometimes crucially influenced by the images the partners have of each other. These 
images affect the political, economic as well as cultural decisions we make. The emphasis on image research, done at the Department of History in Oulu 
University since the 1970's, is a broad theme of interaction between cultures, covering many different areas of history. Special focus is on bringing to light 
the critical points of cultural interaction and in this way adding to mutual understanding between peoples and cultures. 

 
 
History of Finland and Scandinavia 
In the field of Finnish and Scandinavian history, research is primarily focused on 1) the history of the northern and arctic regions, especially Northern 
Finland, in relation to general Finnish and European history, 2) history of the Middle Ages in Finland and in the Baltic region and 3) history of the 
Saami/Lappish people. 

 
 
History of Ideas and Sciences 
Main focus of research is on the ideas and sciences that have had an important role in human history, both in Scandinavia and in Europe and elsewhere. 
Special emphasis is given to the history of Europe from the seventeeth century onwards, the cultural, scientific and political heritage, interaction and 
opposites. 

 
 
1.4. THE DEGREE PROGRAMME IN  HISTORY 
 
The degree programme in history offers a possibility to major in General History, Finnish and Scandinavian History or History of Ideas and Sciences. All 
History majors have common basic studies (Basic Studies in History), with the exception of students majoring in the History of Ideas and Sciences which has a 
separate programme also for basic studies. Majors in the History of Ideas and Sciences can thus choose either the basic studies in History or the basic studies 
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of the History of Ideas and Sciences. 
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2. Basic Studies in History 

 
 
Getting started 
At the beginning of each term the department publishes a curriculum. Every study year the students are required to register in the department office. Both 
the Educational Office and the Department of History should be notified of any change of address. 

 
 
Tutoring 
Tutoring is provided by Lecturer Henry Oinas-Kukkonen. 
 
The basic studies in history are common to all students majoring in General History, the History of ideas and Sciences or the History of Finland and 
Scandinavia. All teaching is provided in Finnish. 
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2.1. Course Descriptions  
Language of instruction is Finnish unless otherwise stated.  

 
700091P Introduction to World History I  
3 ECTS 
1st Autumn 
Assessment: Lectures and/or book exam. Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. 
Teacher: Henry Oinas-Kukkonen. 
Literature: Maailmanhistorian pikkujättiläinen pp. 6 – 451 and Bo Pederby & Robert Sandberg: Historian Kartasto. 

 
 
700092P Introduction to World History II 
3 ECTS 
1st Spring 
Assessment: Lectures and/or book exam. Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. 
Teacher: Henry Oinas-Kukkonen. 
Literature: Maailmanhistorian pikkujättiläinen pp. 452 – 1053 and Bo Pederby & Robert Sandberg: Historian Kartasto. 

 
 
700093P Introduction to Finnish History  
4 ECTS 
1st Autumn 
Contents and goal: Lectures and/or book exam. Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of 
History. 
Assessment: Lectures and/or book exam. Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. 
Literature: Jouko Vahtola, Jääkaudesta Euroopan unioniin (2003). 
Teacher: Jouko Vahtola. 
 

 
700094P History of Science in Finland  
2 ECTS 
1st Autumn 
Literature: Either Lehtonen (edited): Suomi – outo pohjoinen maa? Näkökulmia Euroopan äären historiaan ja kulttuuriin, or Manninen, Valistus ja kansallinen 
identiteetti. Aatehistoriallinen tutkimus 1700-luvun Pohjolasta. 
Assessment: Lectures (24 h) or book exam. Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. 
Teacher: Erkki Urpilainen. 

 
 
700095P Introduction to the History of  Science  
3 ECTS 
1st year

Literature: Peter Whitfield, Landmarks in Western Science. 
Assessment: Lectures (48 h) or book exam. Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. 
Teacher: Heini Hakosalo. 

 
 
700096P History of Political and Social Ideas 
3 ECTS 
1st Spring 
Literature: Sven-Erik Liedman, Från Platon till kommunismens fall. 
Assessment: Lectures (48 h) or book exam. Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. 
Teacher: Erkki Urpilainen. 

 
 
700097P Critical Reading 
2 ECTS 
1st Autumn 
Contents and goal: Groupworkshop. 
Assessment: Regular attendance is compulsory. 
Teacher: Matti Salo. 

 
 
700098P Introduction to Historical Methods 
3 ECTS 
1st Spring 
Contents and Assessment: Lectures and practical exercises. 
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Teacher: Henry Oinas-Kukkonen. 

 
700099P Historiography 
2 ECTS 
1st Spring 
Literature: Lectures or/and Setälä –.Suvanto –.Viikari (eds.), Historiankirjoituksen historia pp. 7 – 141, 153 – 226 and 252 - 352. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. 
Teacher: Olavi K. Fält. 
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3. Finnish and Scandinavian History  

 
Finnish and Scandinavian history focuses on the central phenomena in the history of Finland and Scandinavia in their cultural context. Students are introduced 
to critical scientific-historical way of thinking, methods of acquiring and processing historical information and making consistent and organized historical 
presentations. It is important to learn to ask, discover causes and consequences and to recognise the difference between the essential and unessential. The 
basis of all this is sufficient knowledge of focal phenomena and larger trends. 
 
The Master of Arts degree comprises 300 credits. As majors of Finnish and Scandinavian history the students are required to complete the basic studies (25 
credits), the subject studies (45 credits), the advanced studies (40 credits) and the Master’s thesis (40 credits). Additionally, a ’maturity test’ on the topic of 
the master’s thesis is required. The minor subjects may be chosen freely.  

 
 
Subject Studies (Cum laude approbatur) 45 cr 
Language of tuition: Finnish 

 
 
700301A History of Scandinavian Countries 
3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Lecture with literature or solely book examination (Pohjoismaiden historia (Krötzl, Christian, Pulma, Panu ja Hentilä, Seppo. Edita 
2002) and Lars I. Andersson, Sveriges historia under 1800- och 1900-talen (Liber 2003). 
Assessment: Bookexamination: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History.  
Teacher: Henry Oinas-Kukkonen 
 

 
700302A Cultural History of Finland 
3 ECTS 
Literature: Choose one of the following books: Yrjö Varpio & Liisi Huhtala (eds.), Hurskaista lauluista ilostelevaan romaaniin (1999); Suomen taiteen historia. 
Keskiajalta nykyaikaan (1998). Also compensatory lectures are possible. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. 
Examiner: Reija Satokangas 

 
 
700303A Economic and Social History of Finland 
3 ECTS 
Literature: Erkki Pihkala: Suomalaiset maailmantaloudessa keskiajalta EU-Suomeen (2001); Ilmar Talve: Suomen kansankulttuuri (1990), chapters I, III, 
IV, VIII, XIV and XV.  
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. Also compensatory lectures 
are possible. 
Teacher: Matti Salo. 

 
 
700304A Northern History 
3 ECTS  
Literature: Choose one of the following books: Pohjois-Pohjanmaan ja Lapin historia II, III or V; Övre Norrlands historia I, II, III tai IV; Lappi: maa, kansat, 
kulttuurit. Ed. Ilmo Massa and Hanna Snellman. (2003); Matti Salo: Pohjoinen alma mater. Oulun yliopisto osana korkeakoululaitosta ja yhteiskuntaa 
perustamisvaiheista vuoteen 2000 (2003); Reija Satokangas: Talonpoika ja teollisuus vastakkain ja rinnakkain. Kemijokisuun agraariyhteisön murros 1860–
1938 (2004) or other literature agreed with the examiner.  

 
 
700305A Studies on Specialized Topics in Finnish and Scandinavian History 
3 ECTS 
Literature: Choose one or two of the following books: Haapala, P.: Tehtaan valossa – Teollistuminen ja työväestön muodostuminen Tampereella 1820–
1920. 1986. (2 cr); Katajala, K.: Nälkäkapina – Veronvuokraus ja talonpoikainen vastarinta Karjalassa 1683–1697. 1994. (2 cr); Klinge, M.: Keisarin Suomi. 
Schildts 1997. (3 cr); Kujala, A.: Miekka ei laske leikkiä. Suomi suuressa Pohjan sodassa 1700–1714. (3 cr); Lackman, M.: Suomen vai Saksan puolesta? 
Jääkäreiden tuntematon historia. 2000. (3 cr); Lehtonen, E-L.: Säätyläishuveista kansanhuveiksi, kansanhuveista kansalaishuveiksi – Maaseudun 
yleishyödyllinen huvitoiminta 1800-luvun alusta 1870-luvun loppuun. 1994. (2 cr); Markkola, P.: Synti ja siveys: naiset, uskonto ja sosiaalinen työ Suomessa 
1860–1920. 2003. (2 cr); Mäkelä, A.: Suvusta perheeseen – Satakunnan ja Karjalan naisen asema 1500-luvulla. 1989. (2 cr); Nenonen, M.: Noituus, taikuus 
ja noitavainot Ala-Satakunnan, Pohjois-Pohjanmaan ja Viipurin Karjalan maaseudulla 1620–1700. 1992. (2 cr); Paasivirta, J.: Suomi ja Eurooppa 1914–1939. 
1984. (3 cr); Paasivirta, J.: Suomi ja Eurooppa 1939–1956: sotien ja murrosten ajanjakso 1992. (3 cr); Peltonen, M.: Talolliset ja torpparit – Vuosisadan 
vaihteen maatalouskysymys Suomessa. 1992. (2 cr); Selén, K.: Sarkatakkien maa : suojeluskuntajärjestö ja yhteiskunta 1918–1944. 2001 (3 cr); Suomen 
kirkon historia 1. Keskiaika ja uskonpuhdistuksen aika. 1991. (3 cr); Suomen kirkon historia 2 Vuodet 1593-1808. 1991. (3 cr); Suomen kirkon historia 3 
Autonomian kausi 1809-1899. 1992. (3 cr); Suomen kirkon historia 4. Sortovuosista nykypäiviin 1900-1990. 1995. (3 cr); Haapala, P. (toim): Talous, valta 
ja valtio : tutkimuksia 1800-luvun Suomesta. 1990. (2 cr); Turpeinen, O.: Nälkä vai tauti tappoi? Kauhunvuodet 1866 –1868. 1986. (2 cr); Vahtola, J.: 
Nuorukaisten sota. Suomen sotaretki Aunukseen 1919. 1997 (2 cr). 
Assessment: Lectures or book exam. Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. 
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Teacher: Reija Satokangas 

 
 
700204A Introduction to Archival Research 
2 ECTS 
2nd Spring 
Contents and goal:  Lecture and exercises. The aim is to familiarize with different types of sources, collections and archives, as well as archival systems, 
legistlation and terminology. The course includes exercises in finding relevant information in archives to carry out research.  

 
 
700300A Library course 
1 ECTS 
2nd Autumn 
Contents and goal:  Lecture and exercises. The aim is to recognize different sorts of information sources and understand how their use and significance 
vary in different disciplines.  

 
 
700400A Advanced course in historical methods 
2 ECTS 
Prerequisites: This course is taken directly after the basic study course 700098P (Introduction to the historical methods). 
Contents and assessment: Historical research process and the practice of writing a historical study. Lectures and discussions. The course is taken at the 
same time with “Working with historical methods” (see next module). 
Teacher: Henry Oinas-Kukkonen. 

 
 
700401A Working with historical methods 
3 ECTS 
Prerequisites:This course is taken directly after the basic study course 700098P (Introduction to the historical methods). 
Contents and assessment: Historical research process and the practice of writing a historical study. Practises and discussions. The course is taken at the 
same time with “Advances course in historical methods”. 
Teacher: Henry Oinas-Kukkonen. 

 
 
700306A B.A. Seminar and B.A. Thesis 
10 ECTS 
2nd or 3rd year 
Prerequisites: Taken directly after the course 700400A Advanced course in historical methods. 
Contents and goal: The aim is to practise historical research and to participate in scientific discussion. The student writes her/his B.A. thesis during the 
seminar. Active participation in seminar sessions (minimum 10–12) during one semester, writing and presenting a B.A. thesis (15–20 pp.) and acting as an 
opponent. 
Teacher: Reija Satokangas 
In addition the student must choose altogether 12 credits from the subject studies in History of Ideas and Science and General History, or 12 credits from 
either one of them. 

 
 
Advanced Studies (Laudatur) 40 cr 
 
Language of tuition: Finnish 
 
700307S Historical Theory and Methodology 9 cr 
9 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Lecture “Metodien maailma” (3 cr), other possible lectures and book examination. Literature to be taken in one examination. 
Literature: Jorma Kalela, Historiantutkimus ja historia (2000), Jussi T. Lappalainen, Haluatko historiankirjoittajaksi? (2002) and Päiviö Tommila, Historia. 
Suomen tieteen historia 2. Humanistiset ja yhteiskuntatieteet (2000), p. 66–138 (4 cr),  and one the following volumes: Pertti Haapala, Sosiaalihistoria. 
Johdatus tutkimukseen (1989); Lähihistoria, toim. Timo Soikkanen (1995); Lauri Haataja–Seppo Hentilä–Jukka Nevakivi, Poliittinen historia. Johdatus 
tutkimukseen (1993); Jorma Ahvenainen, Yrityshistorian kirjoittaminen (1994) or other literature agreed with the examiner. (2 cr). 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. 
Examiner: Professor Jouko Vahtola. 

 
 
700308S Communication skills and practices for historians  
9 ECTS 
Contents and assessment: Participation in a seminar workshop (3 cr) which deals with different means of popularization of history. Making a manuscript 
for popularized historical presentation (documentary, book, article, short story, lecture, multimedia, description of a tourist attraction). And other optional 
lectures, exercises or literature agreed with the examiner. Also practical training is acceptable. 
Teacher: Markus H. Korhonen 
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700309S Specialized Studies of the History of Finland and Scandinavia 
9 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Deepening the understanding of a chosen historical topic. Book exam to be agreed on with the examiner or a guided seminar 
workshop or an essay based on essential literature. 
Examiner: Professor Jouko Vahtola. 

 
 
700310S M.A. Seminar 40 cr 
13 ECTS 
Prerequisites: Taken only after the student has finished B.A. Seminar and Thesis 700408A. 
Contents and assessment: Active participation in the seminar during two terms at least, until the student’s own M.A. Thesis is finished. In the seminar 
the student 
1)  writes and presents a research proposal 
2) writes and presents a seminar thesis that includes the disposition, introduction and one chapter of the M.A. Thesis 
3) presents the script of the M.A. Thesis 
4) acts as an opponent to another student’s seminar papers. 
Evaluation 0–5. 
Teachers: Matti Salo and Jouko Vahtola 

 
 
700311S M.A. Thesis 20 (40) cr 
40 ETS 
Contents and goal: A scientific thesis (recommended length 70–80 pp.) of which two hardback copies are delivered to the office of the Faculty of 
Humanities for final examination. 
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4. General History  
Students with General History as their major begin their studies from the basic studies in History; see this guide. The subject studies and advanced studies of 
General History are presented here. All courses are provided primarily in Finnish. For international students the Department of History arranges a 
possibility to study general history, see this guide for more information. 
 
On advanced studies level students can choose one of the three lines of specialization offered in General history: a) General History b) History and Culture of 
the Antiquity c) Japanese history and culture.  

 
 
Option a) 
 
General History 
 
Subject Studies 
 
700204A Introduction to Archival Research 
2 ECTS 
2nd Spring 
Contents and goal: Lectures and exercises. The aim is to familiarize with different types of sources, collections and archives, as well as archival systems, 
legistlation and terminology. The course includes exercises in finding relevant information in archives to carry out research.  

 
 
700300A Library course 
1 ECTS 
2nd Autumn 
Contents and goal: Lectures and exercises.The aim is to recognize different sorts of information sources and understand how their use and significance 
vary in different disciplines.  

 
 
700400A Advanced course in historical methods 
2 ECTS 
Prerequisites: This course is taken directly after the basic study course 700098P (Introduction to the historical methods). 
Contents and assessment: Historical research process and the practice of writing a historical study. Lectures and discussions. The course is taken at the 
same time with “Working with historical methods” (see next module). 
Teacher: Henry Oinas-Kukkonen. 

 
 
700401A Working with historical methods 
3 ECTS 
Prerequisites: This course is taken directly after the basic study course 700098P (Introduction to the historical methods). 
Contents and assessment: Historical research process and the practice of writing a historical study. Practises and discussions. The course is taken at the 
same time with “Advances course in historical methods”. 
Teacher: Henry Oinas-Kukkonen. 

 
 
700402A Area studies 
6 ECTS 
Contents and goal: The aim is to familiarize with the history of two areas and to see them as parts of wider historical entitities.Lectures and/or written 
examinations from two of the following: 
History of the United States 3 ECTS 
Literature: Kero–Kostiainen–Virtanen: Uuden maailman jättiläinen. Yhdysvaltain historia (1991) or other. 
History of Russia 3 ECTS 
Literature: Heikki Kirkinen, Venäjän historia (uudistettu laitos 2000) or other. 
History of the Baltic region 3 CTS 
Literature: Kari Alenius, Viron, Latvian ja Liettuan historia (2000) or other. 
History of China 3 ECTS 
Literature: Huotari–Seppälä, Kiinan kulttuuri (1990 or later) or other. 
Optional area 3 ECTS 
Literature to be discussed with the examiner. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by Markku 
Mäkivuoti. 

 
 
700403A Environmental history from global perspective 
3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Clive Ponting, A Green History of the World (1991 or later). 
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Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by Seija Jalagin. 

 
 
700404A Global economic history 
3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Rondo Cameron, Maailman taloushistoria (1995), or other literature. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by Kari Alenius. 

 
 
700405A Cultural history from global perspective 
3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Burke, Popular Culture in Early Modern Europe (1978); Fält–Nieminen–Tuovinen–Vesterinen, Japanin kulttuuri; Palva–Pentikäinen, 
Uskonnot maailmanpolitiikassa; Rietbergen, Europe: A Cultural History (1999). Choose literature equivalent to 3.0 credits. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by Markku 
Mäkivuoti. 

 
 
700406A History of international relations 
4,5 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Paul Kennedy, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers. Economic Change and Military Conflict from 1500 to 2000 (1988), or other relevant 
literature. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by Kari Alenius. 

 
 
700407A Social history 
3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Colin Heywood, A History of Childhood. Children and childhood in the West from medieval to modern times (2001, 231 pp.); G. 
Hálfdanarson (ed.), Racial Discrimination and Ethnicity in European History (2003, 265 pp.); Eino Jutikkala, Kuolemalla on aina syynsä. Maailman 
väestöhistorian ääriviivoja (1987 tai uud., 269 pp.); Eero Kuparinen, Aleksandriasta Auschwitziin. Antisemitismin pitkä historia (1999, s. 326 pp.); E. P. 
Thompson, Herrojen valta ja rahvaan kulttuuri. Valta, kulttuuri ja perinnäistavat 1700- ja 1800-lukujen Englannissa (1996, 286 pp.); Merry E. Wiesner-
Hanks, Gender in History (2001, 246 pp.). 
Choose literature equivalent to 3.0 credits. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by Seija Jalagin. 

 
 
700408A B.A. Seminar and B.A. Thesis 
 
Lectures Practical 

Exercises 
Seminars Period Finnish 

Credits 
ECTS 
Credits 

Language of 
Instruction 

 - - 2nd or 3rd 
year 

5.0 10.0 - 

2nd or 3rd year 
10 ECTS 
Prerequisites: Taken directly after the course 700400A Advanced course in historical methods. 
Contents and goal: The aim is to practise historical research and to participate in scientific discussion. The student writes her/his B.A. thesis during the 
seminar. Active participation in seminar sessions (minimum 10–12) during one semester, writing and presenting a B.A. thesis (15–20 pp.) and acting as an 
opponent. 
Teacher: Seija Jalagin. 

 
 
Advanced Studies 
 
 
Option a) General History 
 
 
700409S Approaches to history 
 
4 ECTS 
4th or 5th year 
Contents and goal: Lectures or/and Peter Burke (ed.), New Perspectives on Historical Writings (1991); Jeremy Black and Donald M. MacRaild, 
Studying History (2000); Eero Kuparinen, Työkalut riviin. Näkökulmia yleisen historian tutkimusmenetelmiin (1997). 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by Olavi K. Fält. 
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700410S Theories of history 
6 ECTS 
4th or 5th year 
Contents and goal: Lectures or/and Paul Conkin–Roland Stromberg: Heritage and Challenge. The History and Theory of History (1989); Kalela, 
Historiantutkimus ja historia (2000); McCullagh, The Logic of History (2004), or other. (This module can be examined together with ”Approaches to 
history”.) 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by Olavi K. Fält. 

 
 
700411S Communication skills for historians and/or optional modules 
9 ECTS 
Contents and goal: The student specializes in issues or application areas that are scientifically or professionally relevant for her/him. 
Assessment: Lectures, essays, language studies, computer skills, communication skills, internship, or written examination (examined by Olavi K. Fält). 

 
 
700412S Theoretical perspectives 
5 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Lectures and/or Alenius–Fält–Jalagin (eds.), Looking at the Other (2002) (also in electronic form: 
URL:http//herkules.oulu.fi/isbn9514266331/); Bitterli, Cultures in Conflict (1989); Mazlish–Buultjens (toim.), Conceptualizing global history (1993), or 
other. 
Assesment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by Kari Alenius. 

 
 
b) 700412S History of globalization 
4 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Lectures and/or Clark, Global Imperative (1997); Hobson, The Eastern Origins of Western Civilisation (2004) or other. 
Assesment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by Olavi K. Fält. 

 
 
700414S M.A. Seminar  
12 ECTS 
Prerequisites: Taken only after the student has finished B.A. Seminar and Thesis 700408A. 
Contents and assessment: Active participation in the seminar during two terms at least, until the student’s own M.A. Thesis is finished. In the seminar 
the student 
1)  writes and presents a research proposal 
2) writes and presents a seminar thesis that includes the disposition, introduction and one chapter of the M.A. Thesis 
3) presents the script of the M.A. Thesis 
4) acts as an opponent to another student’s seminar papers. 
Evaluation 0–5. 
Teachers: Olavi K. Fält and Kari Alenius. 

 
 
700415S M.A. Thesis 
40 ECTS 
Contents and assessment: A scientific thesis (recommended length 70-90 pp.) written independently by the student. Active participation in the M.A. 
Seminar until one’s own thesis is finished. Two hardback copies of the thesis are handed to the office of the Faculty of Humanities for final examination. 
Evaluation: laudatur, eximia cum laude approbatur, magna cum laude approbatur, cum laude approbatur, non sine laude approbatur, lubenter, approbatur, 
approbatur. 
Teacher: Olavi K. Fält. 

 

 
Option b) History and Culture of the Antiquity 
 
Subject Studies  
 
700409S Approaches to history 
4 ECTS 
4th or 5th year 
Contents and goal: Lectures or/and Peter Burke (ed.), New Perspectives on Historical Writings (1991); Jeremy Black and Donald M. MacRaild, Studying 
History (2000); Eero Kuparinen, Työkalut riviin. Näkökulmia yleisen historian tutkimusmenetelmiin (1997). 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by Olavi K. Fält. 
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700410S Theories of history 
6 ECTS 
4th or 5th year 
Contents and goal: Lectures or/and Paul Conkin–Roland Stromberg: Heritage and Challenge. The History and Theory of History (1989); Kalela, 
Historiantutkimus ja historia (2000); McCullagh, The Logic of History (2004), or other. (This module can be examined together with ”Approaches to 
history”.) 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by Olavi K. Fält. 

 
 
Either Latin or Greek courses of the following: 
 
700500P Basics of Latin 
5 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Lectures and exercises. An elementary course in Latin, lectures (56 h) taught by Timo Sironen using the elementary book Ad Fontes I 
by Kallela & Paananen & Palmén. Can be studied also in English with the help of the elementary book Learning Latin.  
Assessment: Written examination during the last lecture of the course or on alternative examination dates of the Department of History.  
If the student has studied Latin in school or in university, she/he is considered to have achieved a certain level that has to be proved by sufficient 
documentation. 
Teacher: Timo Sironen. 

 
 
700501P Continuation Course in Latin 
5 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Lectures and exercises. A continuation course in Latin, lectures (56 h) taught by Lecturer Sironen using the elementary book Ad Fontes 
II by Kallela & Paananen & Palmén. Can be studied also in English with the help of the elementary book Learning Latin.  
Assessment: Written examination during the last lecture of the course or on alternative days for the Department of History.  
If the student has studied Latin in school or in university, she/he is considered to have achieved a certain level that has to be proved by sufficient 
documentation. 
Teacher: Timo Sironen. 

 
 
700502P Roman culture and studying the Antiquity 
8 ECTS 
Contents and goal:  Roman history (2 cr), History of Roman literature (2 cr), Mythology (2 cr), Sources and methods of studying the Antiquity (1 cr), 
Social and cultural history of Rome (1 cr). 
Assessment: Lectures, or two written examinations on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. 
Literature: Roman history: C. Freeman, Egypt, Greece and Rome, pp. 299–535; History of Roman literature: H. Thesleff, ”Rooman kirjallisuus” (in 
Koskimies, Maailman kirjallisuus I) or S. Morton Braund, Latin Literature; Mythology: A. Henrikson, Antiikin tarinoita, chapter ”Vanha Rooma”; C. Lindskog, 
Kreikkalaisia jumalaistaruja ja satuja; Antiikin myytit ja uskonnot (ed. M. Kaimio & al.) pp. 9–64; Sources and methods of studying the Antiquity: P. Castrén–J. 
Frösén, Johdatus antiikintutkimukseen or M. Crawford, Sources for Ancient History; Social and cultural history of Rome: M-L. Hänninen–M. Kahlos (eds.). 
Roomalaista arkea ja juhlaa, pp. 8–92 and 187–324. 
Examiner: Timo Sironen. 

 
 
700511P Elementary Course in Greek  
6 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Lectures and exercises. Phonology and basics of morphology of Classical Greek, lectures 

(56 h) taught by Timo Sironen using the elementary book Epi oinopaponton by 
Frösén. Can be studied also in English with the help of the elementary book 
Learning Greek. 

Assessment: Written examination during the last lecture of the course or on alternative examination dates of 
the Department of History. 

Teacher: Timo Sironen. 
 
 
700512P Continuation Course in Greek  
6 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Lectures and exercises. Lectures (56 h) taught by Timo Sironen using the elementary book Epi oinopa ponton by Frösén. If this course is 
taken through line B or through Culture and History of the Antiquity in General History, 3 more credits of Latin prose and/or Latin poetry must be studied. 
Can be studied also in English with the help of the elementary book Learning Greek.  
Assessment: Written examination during the last lecture of the course or on alternative examination dates of the Department of History. 
Teacher: Timo Sironen. 
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700414S M.A. Seminar  
12 ECTS 
Prerequisites: Taken only after the student has finished B.A. Seminar and Thesis 700408A. 
Contents and assessment: Active participation in the seminar during two terms at least, until the student’s own M.A. Thesis is finished. In the seminar 
the student 
1)  writes and presents a research proposal 
2) writes and presents a seminar thesis that includes the disposition, introduction and one chapter of the M.A. Thesis 
3) presents the script of the M.A. Thesis 
4) acts as an opponent to another student’s seminar papers. 
Evaluation 0–5. 
Teachers: Olavi K. Fält and Kari Alenius. 

 
 
700415S M.A. Thesis 
40 ECTS 
Contents and assessment: A scientific thesis (recommended length 70-90 pp.) written independently by the student. Active participation in the M.A. 
Seminar until one’s own thesis is finished. Two hardback copies of the thesis are handed to the office of the Faculty of Humanities for final examination. 
Evaluation: laudatur, eximia cum laude approbatur, magna cum laude approbatur, cum laude approbatur, non sine laude approbatur, lubenter, approbatur, 
approbatur. 
Teacher: Olavi K. Fält. 

 

 
Option c) Japanese History and Culture 
 
Advanced Studies 
 
700409S Approaches to history 
4 ECTS 
4th or 5th year 
Contents and goal: Lectures or/and Peter Burke (ed.), New Perspectives on Historical Writings (1991); Jeremy Black and Donald M. MacRaild, Studying 
History (2000); Eero Kuparinen, Työkalut riviin. Näkökulmia yleisen historian tutkimusmenetelmiin (1997). 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the professor of 
General History. 

 
 
700410S Theories of history 
6 ECTS 
4th or 5th year 
Contents and goal: Lectures or/and Paul Conkin–Roland Stromberg: Heritage and Challenge. The History and Theory of History (1989); Kalela, 
Historiantutkimus ja historia (2000); McCullagh, The Logic of History (2004), or other. (This module can be examined together with ”Approaches to 
history”.) 
Assessment:Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the professor of 
General History. 

 
 
905040Y Elementary Course in Japanese I and II 
6+6 ECTS 
Assessment: Regular attendance is compulsory. 
Teacher: Japanese language teacher Junko Sopo. 

 
 
905044Y Continuation Course in Japanese 
3+3 ECTS 
Assessment: Regular attendance is compulsory. 
Teacher: Japanese language teacher Junko Sopo. 

 
 
700414S M.A. Seminar  
12 ECTS 
Prerequisites: Taken only after the student has finished B.A. Seminar and Thesis 700408A. 
Contents and assessment: Active participation in the seminar during two terms at least, until the student’s own M.A. Thesis is finished. In the seminar 
the student 
1)  writes and presents a research proposal 
2) writes and presents a seminar thesis that includes the disposition, introduction and one chapter of the M.A. Thesis 
3) presents the script of the M.A. Thesis 
4) acts as an opponent to another student’s seminar papers. 
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Evaluation 0–5. 
Teacher: Olavi K. Fält and Kari Alenius. 

 
 
700415S M.A. Thesis 
40 ECTS 
Contents and assessment: A scientific thesis (recommended length 70-90 pp.) written independently by the student. Active participation in the M.A. 
Seminar until one’s own thesis is finished. Two hardback copies of the thesis are handed to the office of the Faculty of Humanities for final examination.  
Evaluation: laudatur, eximia cum laude approbatur, magna cum laude approbatur, cum laude approbatur, non sine laude approbatur, lubenter, approbatur, 
approbatur. 
Teacher: Olavi K. Fält. 
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5. History of Ideas and Sciences  
 
History of Ideas and Sciences is one of the major subjects in the Department of History. Counseling is given by the amanuensis of the subject. All courses 
are provided primarily in Finnish. 

 
 
Basic Studies  
 
The students can start studying the History of Ideas and Sciences either from the basic studies of the mentioned, or from the Basic Studies in History. Both 
are accepted as the basic studies of this subject. 

 
 
700095P The Sciences and the Evolution of World Views 
3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Netcourse (limited participation) or literature: Whitfield, Landmarks in Western Science.  
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
700096P History of Political and Social Ideas 
3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Liedman, Från Platon till kommunismens fall. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the amanuensis of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
700094P History of Ideas and Sciences in Finland 
4 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature:  
a) Lehtonen (ed.), Suomi – outo pohjoinen maa? Näkökulmia Euroopan äären historiaan ja kulttuuriin; Manninen, Valistus ja kansallinen identiteetti. Aatehistoriallinen 
tutkimus 1700-luvun Pohjolasta. 
b)  Tommila (ed.), Suomen tieteen historia, vol. 1, 1-273. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the amanuensis of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
700201P History of Religious Ideas 
3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: 
The Cambridge Illustrated History of Religions. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
700200P Relations between Science and Religion 
2 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Jonsson: Harmoni eller konflikt?: en idéhistorisk introduktion till förhållandet mellan vetenskap och religion I 
Västerlandet. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
700202P The Global Perspective 
3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Fazlhashemi etc. (ed.): Vidgade vyer. Globalt perspektiv på idéhistoria. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
700203P Cultural History 
2 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature, one of the following: 
Pulkkinen: Sudenluusta supertietokoneeseen; Huizinga: Keskiajan syksy, Ginzburg: The Cheese and the Worms; Schivelbusch: Junamatkan historia. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
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the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
700098P Introduction to the Methodology of History 
3 ECTS 
Period of study: 1st spring semester. 
Contents and assessment: Series of lectures and practical exercises. 
Teacher: Lecturer Oinas-Kukkonen. 
In case the student has already taken this course for example as a part of his/her studies of general history, then the following literature replaces lectures and 
practical exercises: Kragh: An Introduction to the Historiography of Science and Skovdahl: Idéhistoria och källkritik in Olausson (ed.): Idéhistoriens egenart. Teori- och 
metodfrågor inom idéhistorien. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
700099P Historiography 
2 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Lectures or/and Päivi Setälä – Pekka Suvanto – Matti Viikari (eds.): Historiankirjoituksen historia pp. 7 –141, 153 – 226, 252 – 332 and 
366-377. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by professor Fält. 

 
 
Subject Studies  
 
1) Techniques of scholarly writing (8 cr) 
 
700300A Library course 
1 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Lectures and practical exercises. Teaching is provided by the Snellmania library which is a part of the library system of the University 
of Oulu.  

 
 
700204A Use of the Archives 
2 ECTS 
Contents and assessment: Lectures and practical exercises.  

 
 
700400A Advanced course in historical methods 
2 ECTS 
Contents and assessment: Historical research process and the practice of writing a historical study. Lectures and discussions.  
Teacher: Lecturer Oinas-Kukkonen. 

 
 
700205A Seminar in methods 
3 ECTS 
Contents and assessment: Literature seminar on  new literature of the history of ideas and/or the history of sciences which is evaluated it from the 
methodological point of view.   
Teacher: Lecturer of the History of Ideas and Sciences. 
The student must select a total of  five different courses (each course 3 cr) from options 2) and 3).  

 
 
2) History of Different ages.  
 
a) 700206 Antiquity  
3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature, either of the following: 
a) Ambjörnsson: Människors undran. Europas idéhistoria. Antiken. 
b) Thesleff - Sihvola: Antiikin filosofia ja aatemaailma. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
b) 700207A Middle Ages 
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3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Piltz: Medeltidens lärda värld. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
c) 700208A Renaissance and the Scientific Revolution 2 (3) cr 
3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Mikkeli & Joutsivuo (eds.): Renessanssin tiede; Henry: The Scientific Revolution and the Origins of Modern 
Science  
 Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
d) 700209A Enlightenment and Romanticism 
 
Lectures Practical 

Exercises 
Seminars Period Finnish 

Credits 
ECTS 
Credits 

Language of 
Instruction 

 - -  2 3 Finnish 
3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Porter: The Enlightenment: Britain and the creation of the modern world; Eriksson: Västerlandets idéhistoria 
1800-1950 (pages 11-64).  
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
e) 700210A Elements of the Modern World View 
3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Eriksson: Västerlandets idéhistoria 1800-1950 (pp. 65-367); a selection of texts from Runeby (ed.): 
Framstegets arvtagare. Europas idéhistoria. 1900-talet. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
3) History of Different Areas  
 
 
a) 702013A History of Ideas and Sciences in Finland 
3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature one of the following:  
Tommila (ed.): Suomen tieteen historia 1, p. 100–494. 
b)  selection of articles from Tommila (ed.): Suomen tieteen historia 2–4. 
c) Lehtonen & Joutsivuo (eds.): Suomen kulttuurihistoria (2002) I-V (one volume).  
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the the 
amanuensis of the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
b) 700212A History of Technology  
3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Sundin: Teknologia ja ihminen (pp. 1-71); Misa, Technology and culture from the renaissance to the present.  
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the the senior 
amanuensis of the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
a) 702013A History of Different Sciences 
 
Lectures Practical 

Exercises 
Seminars Period Finnish 

Credits 
ECTS 
Credits 

Language of 
Instruction 

 - -  2 3 Finnish 
3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature, one of the following: Pulkkinen: Sudenluusta supertietokoneeseen; Hudson: Suurin tiede; Morton: 
Kasvitieteen historia; Karttunen: Vanhin tiede.   
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Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the the lecturer 
of the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 



 

 
 
3) Selection of Courses from General History, History of Finland and Scandinavia 
and/or TORUS 12 cr (4 x 3 cr) 
 
 
700214A B.A. Thesis 
10 ECTS 
Contents and assessment: During one semester the student writes a small scientific study, presents it in the seminar and acts as an opponent to another 
student’s thesis. Active participation is compulsory. 

 
 
Advanced Studies  
 
1. Theoretical studies 10 cr 
 
a) 700215S Methods II: Research Practices of the History of Ideas and Sciences 
3 ECTS 
Contents and assessment: Seminar or literature:  Kragh: An Introduction to the Historiography of Science and Skovdahl: Idéhistoria och källkritik in Olausson (ed.): 
Idéhistoriens egenart. Teori- och metodfrågor inom idéhistorien. 
Teacher: Professor of the history of ideas and sciences. 

 
 
b) 700216S Special course on methods 
3 ECTS 
Contents and goal: the student can choose a suitable course, e.g. paleography or elementary course in Latin.   

 
 
c) 700217S Science studies  
4 ECTS 
Contents and assessment: Series of lectures, netcourse or literature: Kiikeri & Ylikoski: Tiede tutkimuskohteena; Collins & Pinch: The golem – what 
everything should know about science. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the the professor 
of the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
2. Special studies 
 
a) 700218S History of Philosophy 
5 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Nordin, Filosofian historia. Länsimaisen järjen seikkailut Thaleesta postmodernismiin. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the professor of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
700219S History of sciences and technology 
5 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature, one of the following: Companion to the history of modern science (pp. 5-126, 201-557 and 763-1044); 
Handbook of science and technology studies (pp. 1-315 and 389-670); Hughes: Rescuing Prometheus and Handbook of science and technology studies (pp. 111-315); 
Shapin & Schaffer: Leviathan and the air-pump. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the professor of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
c) 700220S Introduction to the subject matter of the pro gradu thesis 
10 ECTS 
Contents and goal: Selected literature concerning the subject matter of the pro gradu thesis. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the professor of the 
History of Ideas and Sciences. 
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700221S Seminar 
10 ECTS 
Contents and assessment: Active participation in the seminar during one academic year. 

 
 
700222S M.A. Thesis 
40 ECTS 
Contents and goal: The aim is to publish a study or an article in a scientific magazine or on the internet pages of the subject. The traditional pro gradu 
thesis also remains as an option. 
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6. COURSE DESCRIPTIONS OF MINOR SUBJECTS 

 
6.1. East and Southeast Asian Studies 
East and Southeast Asian Studies is a basic studies minor (25 cr) offered for students who have been accepted for national Asian studies programme by Finnish 
National University Network for East and Southeast Asian Studies (www.asianet.fi). The programme starts in January each year and stretches from spring 
term to autumn term. Application period is in autumn term. 
 
Network for East and Southeast Asian Studies: www.asianet.fi 
 
Contact person in Oulu University: 
Amanuensis Seija Jalagin 
Department of History 
tel. +358 (0)8 553 3327 
seija.jalagin@oulu.fi 

 
 
Course Descriptions 
 
700590P Cultural History of East and Southeast Asia 6 cr 
Contents and implementation: Internet lectures, written examination, Internet course and an essay. Teaching provided by the Department of History, 
University of Oulu. 
Language: Finnish. 

 
700591P Society and Politics of East and Southeast Asia 6 cr 
Contents and implementation: Internet lectures and courses. Teaching provided by the Depaertment of Political History, University of Turku. 
Language: English. 

 
700592P Business in East and Southeast Asia 7 cr  
Contents and implementation: Lectures and term paper. Teaching provided by the Swedish School of Economics and Business Administaration. 
Language: English. 

 
700593P Language and Communication in East and Southeast Asia 6 cr 
Contents and implementation: Internet lectures and course assignment. Teaching provided by the Department of Communication, University of Jyväskylä.  
Language: English. 
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6.2. Japanese Studies 
 
Japanese Studies is a multidisciplinary programme, which offers the student a varied and comprehensive perspective on the unique character of Japanese 
culture and language. The programme is intended for all students at the University of Oulu, including foreign exchange students, as part 
of the teaching can be provided in English, depending on the enrollment. 
 
Japanese Studies is implemented by the Department of Architecture and the Department of History. Both departments maintain their own computer 
registers of respective studies. At the Faculty of Humanities the student must register for written exams 10 days in advance in the office of the History 
department. Examination of lecture courses will be informed of during the course. 

 
 
Course Descriptions 
 
The student can form a study module of 25 credits (basic studies) or 35 credits (subject studies) by choosing courses from the following list; or take 
individual courses. 

 
 
I  JAPANESE LANGUAGE 
 
905040Y Elementary course in Japanese I and II 6+6 cr 
Implementation: Regular attendance is compulsory. 
Instructor: Japanese language teacher Junko Sopo. 
 

905041Y Continuation course I and II 6 + 6 cr 
Implementation: Regular attendance is compulsory. 
Instructor: Japanese language teacher Junko Sopo. 

 
 
II  INTRODUCTION TO JAPANESE CULTURE AND SOCIETY 
 
700560P Basic course in Japanese culture and cociety 3 cr 
Contents and goal: Edwin O. Reischauer, The Japanese (1982). 
Implementation: Lectures and/or written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. 
Examiner:  Seija Jalagin.  

 
 
700561P Religion in Japan 3 cr 
Contents and goal: Sokyo Ono, Shinto. The Kami Way; N. Tamaru  and D. Reid (eds.), Religion in Japanese culture. Where living traditions meet a 
changing world (1996).  
Implementation: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History; or an essay based on 
literature to be agreed on with the examiner. 
Examiner: Seija Jalagin.  

 
 
700562P Politics and society in Japan 6 cr 
Contents and goal: Ian Neary, The State and Politics in Japan (2002); Masahiro Okuno-Fujiwara (ed.), The Japanese Economic System and its Historical 
Origins (1999). 
Implementation: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History; or an essay based on 
literature to be agreed on with the examiner. 
Examiner: Seija Jalagin. 
  

 
700563P Interaction between Japanese and western culture 6 cr 
Contents and goal: George B. Sansom, The Western World and Japan. A Study in the Interaction of European and Asiatic Cultures (1987). 
Implementation: Lectures and/or written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. 
Examiner: Olavi K. Fält. 

 
 
700564P Special Course in Japanese Culture 3–9 cr 
Contents and implementation: Lectures or literature to be agreed on with the examiner. 
Teacher: Seija Jalagin. 
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III  JAPANESE ART AND AESTHETICS 
 
451021A Survey of the History of Japanese Art 5 cr 
Contents and goal: Intensive lecture course, recommended reading and an essay. 
Implementation: Teaching provided by the Department of Architecture. 

 
 
451022S Japanese Aesthetics 5 cr 
Contents and goal: Intensive lecture course, recommended reading and an essay. 
Implementation: Teaching provided by the Department of Architecture. 

 
 
IV  JAPANESE ARCHITECTURE AND GARDEN ART 
 
451024S Traditional Japanese Architecture and Garden Art 5 cr 
Contents and goal: Lectures, essay or written examination. 
Instructor: Professor Kaisa Broner-Bauer, Department of Architecture. Visiting lecturers. 

 
 
451025S Contemporary Japanese Architecture 5 cr 
Contents and goal: Lectures, essay or written examination. 
Instructor: Professor Kaisa Broner-Bauer, Department of Architecture. Visiting lecturers. 

 
 
451023S Seminar on Japanese Architecture and Culture 5–17 cr 
Contents and goal: Deals with Japanese architecture and culture from selected viewpoints, and familiarizes the students with the literature in architecture 
and cultural philosophy concerned with Japan. Students are expected to produce an analysis or seminar paper on a topic of interest in Japanese architecture, 
garden art or urban art, or a thesis on a topic to be agreed on separately. 
Instructor: Professor Kaisa Broner-Bauer, Department of Architecture. 

 
 
V  EAST AND SOUTHEAST ASIAN CULTURES 
 
700565P History of East Asia 6 cr 
Contents and goal: Fairbank–Reischauer–Craig, East Asia. Tradition and Transformation (1976). 
Implementation: Lectures and/or written examination on general examination dates of the Department of History. 
Examiner: Seija Jalagin. 

 
 
700566P Society and politics of East and Southeast Asia 6 cr 
Contents and implementation: Teaching provided by the Finnish National University Network for East and Southeast Asian Studies (www.asianet.fi). 

 
 
700567P Business in East and Southeast Asia 7 cr  
Contents and implementation: Teaching provided by the Finnish National University Network for East and Southeast Asian Studies (www.asianet.fi). 

 
 
700567 Language and Communication in East and Southeast Asia 6 cr 
Contents and implementation: Teaching provided by the Finnish National University Network for East and Southeast Asian Studies (www.asianet.fi). 

 
 
VI  700569A Popularization of scholarly writing 6 cr 
(compulsory for students who take subject studies) 
Contents and goal: The aim is to practise oral and written sholarly communication. During the course each student writes an article and publishes it. 
Implementation:  
Tutorial sessions on article topics 2 cr (autumn term) 
Writing workshop 4 cr (spring term). The workshop consists of lectures on popularizing scholarly writing, independent work and workshop on students’ 
articles. 
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6.3. European Studies 
 
The general goal of the European Studies is to outline European identity from different points of view, one of them being the northern perspective. In 
practice this goal is achieved by four courses in each of which the main substance is formed by a book in the series What is Europe?, a study course prepared by 
the EADTU, European Association of Distance Teaching Universities. 

 
 
The Course Descriptions 
 
700580P European heritage 7 credits 
700581P European peoples and countries 6 credits 
700582P European structures 7 credits 
700583P Europe and the wider world 5 credits 
 
The ‘European Studies’ is a program mainly based on independent studies composed of written and/or oral examinations and essays. Foreign students 
can carry out their studies in English or some other common European language, and for them alternatives are given for the Finnish 
study material.  

 
 
700580P European Heritage 7 cr 
Contents and goal: The goal of this course is to see the recent European integration in the light of a more than two millennia old idea of Europe. 
Literature: J. van der Dussen & K. Wilson: The History of the Idea of Europe (What is Europe? 1. 1995, 215 pp.). 
Lectures, essays or literature about the European intellectual and material heritage. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. 
Examiner: Eero Jarva. 

 
 
700581P European Peoples and Countries 6 cr 
Contents and goal: A survey of the cultural diversity of Europe. 
Literature: M. Shelley et al. (eds.): Aspects of European Cultural Diversity (What is Europe 2. 1995, 264 pp.); 
Lectures, essays or literature regarding some European country, area or some aspect of culture. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. 
Examiner: Eero Jarva. 

 
 
700582P European Structures 7 cr 
Contents and goal: A survey of the theory and practice of democracy as a part European culture. 
Literature: G. Dupart et al. (eds.): European Democratic Culture (What is Europe? 3. 1995, 258 pp.). Lectures, essays or literature regarding the European 
Union. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. 
Examiner: Eero Jarva, Hanna Honkamäkilä, Outi Klintrup. 

 
 
700583P Europe and the Wider World 5 cr 
Contents and goal: The aim of this course is to put Europe in political, economic and cultural context in the global world. 
Literature: B. Waites (ed.): Europe and the Wider World (What is Europe? 4. 1995, 211 pp.). Lectures, essays or literature of some outside feature in the 
European culture. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History. 
Examiner: Esko Nevalainen. 
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6.4. Political Science 

 
Tutoring 
 
Tutoring is provided by Amanuensis Markku Mäkivuoti. All courses are provided in Finnish. 

 
 
Basic Studies 
 
P1  700720P Introduction to Political Research 5 cr 
Contents and goal: Lectures (24 h) and a book exam: Heywood, Politics. 2nd edition. Palgrave 2002 ja Berndtson, Politiikka tieteenä. 8. painos. Edita 
2003. 
 

 
P2  700721P Research subjects of political science 5 cr 
Contents and goal: Paloheimo - Wiberg, Politiikan perusteet, luvut 1-6. WSOY 1997. 
Hänninen - Palonen (toim.), Lue poliittisesti. SoPhi 2003. 
Leftwich (toim.), What is politics. Polity Press 2004.  

 
 
P3  700722P Political Avtivity 5 cr 
Contents and goal: : Mielke, Future Active. Routledge 2002. 
Micheletti, Michele, Political Virtue and Shopping. Palgrave 2003. 
Lappalainen, Poliittisen tyylin taito. Vastapaino 2002. 

 
 
P4  700723P Political systems 5 cr 
Contents and goal: Book exam: Hague & Harrop, Comparative Government and Politics. 6th edition. Palgrave 2004. 
Saukkonen (toim.), Paikkana politiikka. Tietoa ja tulkintoja Suomen poliittisesta järjestelmästä. Helsingin yliopisto, Yleisen valtio-opin laitos 2003. 
McCormick; Understanding the European Union. Palgrave 2002 

 
 
P5  700724P Political thought 5 cr 
Contents and goal: Book exam: Heywood, Political Ideologies. 3rd edition. Palgrave 2003. 
Hyvärinen ym (toim.), Käsitteet liikkeessä, Vastapaino 2003. Sivut 63-116, 167-362, 413-518, 569-588 
 
 
 
 
Completion requirement: Lectures (P1) and book exams. Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities, examined by 
Professor Ilkka Ruostetsaari. 

 
 
Subject Studies I 
 
Select five of the following parts: 

 
A1  700725A History of political theories 5 cr 
Contents and goal: Book exam: Hyrkkänen, Aatehistorian mieli. Vastapaino 2002. and two of the folloving books: 
Sihvola, Hyvän elämän politiikka. Tutkijaliitto 1994. 
Skinner, Machiavelli. Oxford University Press 1981. 
Tuck: Hobbes. Oxford University Press 1989. 
Lloyd, Locke on Government. Routledge 1995. 

 
 
A2  700726A Political communication and rhetoric 5 cr 
Contents and goal: Book exam: : Meyer, Media democracy. How the Media Colonize Politics. Polity Press, 2002 
Charteris-Black, Politicians and Rhetoric. Persuasive Power of Metaphor. Palgrave 2004.  
Palonen & Summa, Pelkkää retoriikkaa. Vastapaino 1996  

 
 
A3  700727A Civil society and political civic activity 5 cr 
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Contents and goal: Book exam: Evans, Voters and Voting. An Introduction. Sage Publications 2003. 
Keane, Civil Society. Stanford University Press 1998. 
Paloheimo (toim.), Vaalit ja demokratia Suomessa. WSOY 2005. 

 
 
A4  700728A Political institutions and processes 5 cr 
Contents and goal: Book exam: Gallagher & Laver & Mair, Representative Government in Modern Europe. 3rd edition, McGraw Hill 2001. 
Peters, Institutional Theory in Political Science. The "New Institutionalism". Continuum 2000. 

 
 
A5  700729A Political output 5 cr 
Contents and goal: Book exam: Tiihonen, From Governing to Governance.A Process of Change. Tampere University Press 2004. 
Vedung, Public Policy and Program Evaluation. Transaction 1997. 
and either of the following books: 
Julkunen, Suunnanmuutos. 1990-luvun sosiaalipoliittinen reformi Suomessa. Vastapaino 2001. 
Kiander, Laman opetukset. Suomen 1990-luvun kriisin syyt ja seuraukset. VATT 2001. 

 
 
A6  700730A Political system in Finland 5 cr 
Contents and goal: Book exam: Jussila, Hentilä & Nevakivi, Suomen poliittinen historia 1809-2003. WSOY 2004  
Pesonen & Riihinen, Dynamic Finland. The Political System and the Welfare State. 
Ruostetsaari, Valta muutoksessa. WSOY 2003 

 
 
A7  700731A Europe and globalization 5 cr 
Contents and goal: Book exam: Hix, The Political System of the European Union. Palgrave 2005 (2. painos). 
Raunio & Wiberg (toim.), EU ja Suomi. Edita 2000 
Tiihonen - Tiihonen, Kohti globaalivastuuta. Maailmanhallinta - politiikkaa, taloutta ja demokratiaa. VATT 2004. 
 
 
 
Completion requirement: Book exams. Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities, examined by Professor Ilkka 
Ruostetsaari. 
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6.5.  Philosophy 

 
Instruction concerning the studies of philosophy may be received from the lecturer of philosophy.  
 
Philosophy is the oldest of all sciences. It studies methodological problems common to all the fields differentiated from it in the course of time as well as 
ideological questions not reducible to those methodological questions, human knowledge, language, argumentation and also questions of ethics and social 
practice. Central fields of study in philosophy are, for instance, metaphysics, logic, theory of knowledge, philosophy of science, principles of natural and 
human sciences, philosophy of language, philosophy of art, ethics and social philosophy. The history of philosophy offers a synthetic point of view into the 
totality of these partial fields. The history of sciences shows that as the sciences evolve, the union between them and philosophy is renewed again and again. 
Philosophy demonstrates its fruitfulness for the development of sciences as a study of foundational questions, methods and values. Philosophy has been found 
profitable especially in educating researchers.  
 
The studies of philosophy in the University of Oulu consist of two aggregate parts, basic studies (15 Finnish credits) and subject studies (20 Finnish credits). 
Most courses in philosophy may be assessed as literature examinations. Exceptions are FIL5 logic, FIL15 and FIL16. Two last of the mentioned are assessed 
as seminar workshops. Even these courses may be exceptionally assessed as literature examinations but by separate agreement only. In all cases, it is 
possible by separate agreement to choose other (e. g. English) literature instead of that mentioned below. In examinations, questions 
in English can be provided if requested in advance. In the following, each different alternative assessment by literature will be separated from others 
with a semicolon.  
 
All book exams can be taken both on the general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the general examination dates of 
the Department of History. The examiner is the lecturer of philosophy. 

 
 
Basic Studies 25 cr 
 
700600P Introduction to the Philosophical Way of Thinking, 5 cr 
Contents and assessment: Lectures (48 h) or literature: Mäki & Väyrynen: Johdatus filosofiseen ajattelutapaan and Sajama: Arkipäivän filosofiaa pp. 1 – 93 
and 101-104 (a written examination in both cases).  

 
 
700601P  History of Philosophical Thinking  5 cr  
Contents and assessment: Lectures (72 h) or literature: Nordin: Filosofian historia. (a written examination in both cases).  

 
 
700602P  Philosophical Ethics  3 cr  
Contents and assessment: Lectures (24 h) or literature: Pietarinen & Poutanen: Etiikan teorioita and Mäki: Kaksi universalistista moraaliteoriaa. Kant ja 
utilitarismi (a written examination in both cases). 

 
 
700603P  Social and Political Ideas  3 cr  
Contents and assessment: Lectures (48 h) or literature: Kanerva (ed.): Poliittisen teorian klassikoita and Niiniluoto & Saarinen: Vuosisatamme filosofia (pp. 
437-475) (a written examination in both cases). 

 
 
700604P  Logic   3 cr 
Contents and assessment: Lectures (36 h; recommended) or (exceptionally) literature: Kakkuri-Knuuttila (ed.), Argumentti ja kritiikki, part II, sections 3 
and 4.  

 
 
700605P  Philosophy of Science I 3 cr  
Contents and assessment: Lectures (72 h) or literature: Raatikainen: Ihmistieteet ja filosofia (a written examination in both cases.) 

 
 
700606P  A Classic and its Interpretation I  3 cr  
Contents and assessment: Seminar (48 h; recommended) or literature.  

 
 
Subject Studies 
 
700607A  Finnish Tradition of Philosophy of Culture 3 cr  
Contents and assessment: Lectures (48 h) or literature: Salmela: Suomalaisen kulttuurifilosofian vuosisata (a written examination in both cases). 

 

 29
 



 

700608A  Introduction to Contemporary Philosophy 3 cr  
Contents and assessment: Lectures (48 h) or literature: Niiniluoto & Saarinen: Nykyajan  filosofia (pp. 1-436). 

 
 
700609A  Introduction to Analytical Philosophy 3 cr  
Contents and assessment: Lectures (48 h) or literature: von Wright: Logiikka, filosofia ja kieli and Frege’s article from Raatikainen: Ajattelu, kieli ja 
merkitys; Wittgenstein: Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus and von Wright: Wittgenstein; Popper: Arvauksia ja kumoamisia [Conjectures and Refutations]; von Wright: 
Filosofisia tutkielmia; Wittgenstein: Filosofisia tutkimuksia [Philosophical Investigations] and von Wright: Wittgenstein (a written examination in both cases). 

 
 
700610A  Introduction to Phenomenology and Hermeneutics 3 cr  
Contents and assessment: Lectures (48 h) or literature: Himanka: Se ei sittenkään pyöri; Kusch: Ymmärtämisen haaste; Tontti (toim.): Tulkinnasta toiseen; 
Sartre: Esseitä I and Saarinen: Sartre, pelon, inhon ja valinnan filosofia; Habermas: Järki ja kommunikaatio and White: The Cambridge Companion to Habermas, pp. 1 - 
166; Vattimo: Läpinäkyvä yhteiskunta and tulkinnan etiikka; Korkavirta & Sironen: Moderni/postmoderni and Lyotard: Tieto postmodernissa yhteiskunnassa;  
Heidegger: Taideteoksen alkuperä and Haapala (ed.): Heidegger - ristiriitojen filosofi; Heidegger: Oleminen ja aika; Merleau-Ponty: Silmä ja mieli and Heinämaa: 
Ele, tyyli ja sukupuoli; Gadamer: Hermeneutiikka; Dewey: Pyrkimys varmuuteen; Adorno & Horkheimer & Marcuse: Järjen kritiikki; Manninen: Dialektiikan ydin (a 
written examination in both cases). 

 
 
700611A  Philosophy of Values  3 cr 
Contents and assessment: Lectures (48 h) or literature: Haapala (ed.): Arvot, tiede, taide and Haapala & Oksanen (ed.) Arvot ja luonnon arvottaminen or 
Reiners & Seppä: Etiikka ja estetiikka (a written examination in both cases). 

 
 
700612A  Practical Ethics 3 cr 
Contents and assessment: Lectures (48 h) or literature: Airaksinen: Ammattien ja ansaitsemisen etiikka; Karjalainen (toim.): Tutkijan eettiset valinnat; 
Mäntylä, Journalistin etiikka; Launis: Geeniteknologia, arvot ja vastuu; Spicker & Engelhardt (ed.) Philosophical Medical Ethics: Its Nature and Significance; 
Velasquez: Business Ethics (a written examination in both cases). 

 
 
700613A Global Ethics 3 cr 
Contents and assessment: Lectures (48 h) or literature: Sihvola: Maailmankansalaisen etiikka; Gylling (toim.): Kehityksen etiikka ja filosofia; Attfield: The 
Ethics of Global Environment (a written examination in both cases). 

 
 
700614A  Philosophy of Science II 3 cr  
Contents and assessment: Lectures (72 h) or literature: Kiikeri & Ylikoski: Tiede tutkimuskohteena; Chalmers: What is this thing called science? (a written 
examination in both cases.) 

 
 
700615A Special Fields)  3 cr 
Contents and assessment: Lectures (48 h) or literature, one of the following fields: 
a) Metaphysics, for instance Juti: Johdatus metafysiikkaan. 
b) Theory of knowledge, for instance Lammenranta: Tietoteoria. 
c) Analytical philosophy of science, for instance Niiniluoto: Tieteellinen päättely ja selittäminen; Kuhn: Tieteellisten vallankumousten rakenne [The Structure od 
Scientific Revolutions]. 
d) Mutual relationship between natural sciences and philosophy, for instance Heisenberg: Fysiikka ja filosofia; Sintonen: Biologian filosofian näkökulmia. 
e) Philosophy of language, for instance Hintikka: Kieli ja mieli. 
f) Ethical questions, for instance Häyry: Mahdollisimman monen onnellisuus; von Wright: Hyvän muunnelmia; Taylor: Autenttisuuden etiikka; MacIntyre: Hyveiden 
jäljillä. 
g) Philosophical aesthetics and the philosophy of art, for instance Vuorinen: Estetiikan klassikoita; Schusterman: Taide, elämä ja estetiikka; Routila: Miten teen 
tiedettä taiteesta. 
h) Social philosophy and philosophy of social science, for instance Häyry: Ihannevaltio; Ilmonen (toim.): Moderniteetti ja moraali; Winch: Yhteiskuntatieteet ja 
filosofia. 
i) Philosophy of education, for instance Puolimatka: Kasvatus ja filosofia; Siljander (ed.): Kasvatus ja sivistys. 
j) Didactics of philosophy, for instance Kotkavirta, J. (ed.): Filosofia koulunpenkillä; Laine, T. (ed.): Kasvatus filosofiaan. 
k) Environmental philosophy, for instance Oksanen (ed.): Ympäristöfilosofia; Haapala & Oksanen (ed.): Arvot ja luonnon arvottaminen; Luc Ferry: Uusi ekologinen 
järjestys; Kotkavirta: Luonnon luonto. 
l) Philosophy of culture, for instance Niiniluoto: Maailma, minä ja kulttuuri sekä Niiniluoto: Järki, arvot ja välineet; Kantasalmi (ed.): Yliopiston ajatusta etsimässä. 
m) Philosophy of technology, for instance Airaksinen: Tekniikan suuret kertomukset; Feenberg: Critical Theory of Technology. 
n) Philosophy of the psyche, for instance Järvilehto: Ihminen ja ihmisen ympäristö; Rauhala: Humanistinen psykologia; Naess: Livsfilosofi. 
o) Philosophy of religion, for instance Helenius ym. (toim.): Uskonnonfilosofia. 
p) history of philosophy, for instance Kaarakainen & Kaukua (toim.): Stoalaisuus; Hirvonen & Kotkas (toim.): Immanuel Kant. Radikaali paha; Korkman & 
Yrjönsuuri (toim.): Filosofian historian kehityslinjoja. 
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700616A Theme seminar 4 cr 
Contents and assessment: Seminar. 

 
700617A A Classic and Its Interpretation II 3 cr 
Contents and assessment: Seminar. 
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6.6. Study of Practical Ethics and World Views 

 
Study of Practical Ethics and World Views is a comparatively popular minor subject. It is most useful to those students who aim to be teachers, since the 15 
or 35 Finnish credits in this subject, which is offered by the Department of History, gives the qualification for teaching the subject. The Study of Practical 
Ethics and World Views can be studied as a freely chosen minor subject. Counseling is offered by the amanuensis of the History of Ideas and Sciences. All 
courses are provided in Finnish. 

 
 
Basic Studies 
 
 
700660P Introduction to the Study of Practical Ethics and World Views 2 cr 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures (24 h) or literature: Kamppinen (ed.), Elämänkatsomustieto. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
700095P The Sciences and the Evolution of World Views 3 cr 
Contents and goal: Netcourse (limited participation) or literature: Whitfield, Landmarks in Western Science. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
700661P Cultural History 4 cr 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Rietbergen: Europe: a cultural history. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
700096P History of Political and Social Ideas 3 cr 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Liedman, Från Platon till kommunismens fall. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the amanuensis of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
700662P Philosophical Ethics 2 cr 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Pietarinen & Poutanen, Etiikan teorioita. 
Assessment: Written examination (2 Finnish cr) on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the 
lecturer of philosophy. 

 
 
700200P Relations between Science and Religion 2 cr 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Jonsson, Harmoni eller konflikt?: en idéhistorisk introduktion till förhållandet mellan vetenskap och 
religion I Västerlandet. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
700613P Global Ethics 3 cr 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Sihvola: Maailmankansalaisen etiikka; Gylling (toim.): Kehityksen etiikka ja filosofia; Attfield: The Ethics of 
Global Environment. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
philosophy. 

 
 
700663P Global Problems 3 cr 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Isaksson & Jokisalo, Kallonmittaajia ja skinejä. Rasismin aatehistoriaa; Held & McGrew: Globalisaatio – 
puolesta ja vastaan. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 
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700202P Global Perspective of the History of Ideas 3 cr 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Fazlhashemi & co, Vidgade vyer. Globalt perspektiv på idéhistoria. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
Subject Studies 
 
 
700664A Fundamental Ethical Questions 6 cr 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature, three of the following: Haapala (ed.): Arvot, tiede, taide and Haapala & Oksanen (ed.) Arvot ja luonnon 
arvottaminen; Reiners & Seppä: Etiikka ja estetiikka; Airaksinen: Ammattien ja ansaitsemisen etiikka; Karjalainen (toim.): Tutkijan eettiset valinnat; Mäntylä, 
Journalistin etiikka; Launis: Geeniteknologia, arvot ja vastuu; Spicker & Engelhardt (ed.) Philosophical Medical Ethics: Its Nature and Significance; Velasquez: Business 
Ethics. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
philosophy. 

 
 
700665A Skills in Reading, Conversation and Persuasion 6 cr 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Kakkuri – Knuuttila (ed.), Argumentti ja kritiikki (parts 8, 9, 11 are not included). 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
philosophy. 

 
 
700666A History of Philosophy 5 cr 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Nordin, Filosofian historia. Länsimaisen järjen seikkailut Thaleesta postmodernismiin. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
philosophy. 

 
 
700667A Cultural Philosophy 4 cr 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Salmela: Suomalaisen kulttuurifilosofian vuosisata. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
philosophy. 

 
 
700668A Religions and Philosophy of Religion 5 cr 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Pentikäinen, Uskonnot maailmassa; Keskitalo & Kotkavirta (toim.): Järki, usko, eettisyys.  
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
700669 Multiculturalism 3 cr 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Näkökulmia monikulttuuriseen Suomeen; Lehtonen & Löytty & Ruuska: Suomi toisin sanoen. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 

 
 
700670 Environmental philosophy 3 cr 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Oksanen (ed.): Ympäristöfilosofia or Haapala & Oksanen (ed.): Arvot ja luonnon arvottaminen. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by lecturer of 
philosophy. 

 
 
700671A Mythologies 3 cr 
Contents and goal: Series of lectures or literature: Kaimio (toim.): Antiikin myytit ja uskonnot and  Pentikäinen: Saamelaiset: pohjoisen kansan mytologia or  
Pentikäinen: Kalevalan mytologia. 
Assessment: Written examination on general examination dates of the Faculty of Humanities or the Department of History, examined by the lecturer of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences. 
 
In the Study of Practical Ethics and World Views there are no advanced studies. However, it is possible to continue these studies in the advanced studies of 
the History of Ideas and Sciences and even prepare the M.A. thesis on a subject that is significant from the point of view of the Study of Practical Ethics and 
World Views. In case a student is interested in this possibility, the amanuensis of the history of ideas and sciences must be consulted in advance. 
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7. TORUS 
Torus is a Finnish network for the History of Science and Technology. It was founded to assemble the educational and research activities in Finland. The goal 
is to create a general view of the scientific community of the past and the present by using multidisciplinary expertise. 
 
The following Universities are members of Torus network: Universities of Helsinki, Joensuu, Jyväskylä, Kuopio, Oulu, Tampere and Turku together with 
Helsinki and Tampere Universities of Technology. Universities and institutes in Finland and abroad can become members of the network through 
application.  

 

 
Studies 
Torus offers a possibility to participate and to study the field regardless of location. It is possible for a student to do singular courses or a whole grade. Torus 
studies give tools for analyzing the relations between science, technology and society. Torus studies have been developed to combine diverse forms of both 
distance and contact learning using latest education technology. For a further information on taking the courses: please contact the Torus Co-ordination 
Unit: torus@oulu.fi 

 
 
Course descriptions 
 
Torus studies consist of six modules, of which three primary modules (TORUS 1-3) are compulsory for a whole grade and latter (TORUS 4-6) are partially 
optional. Optional modules enable students to study either History of Technology, History of Science or Science and Technology Studies. 
 
1. Introduction to History of Science (3 pts) 
2. Introduction to History of Technology (3 pts) 
3. Methods in History of Science and Technology (4 pts) 
4. Courses on Science and Technology Studies (3-9 pts) 
5. Advanced Courses in History of Technology (3-9 pts) 
6. Advanced Courses in History of Science (3-9 pts) 

 
 
Modules 1-3 (10 pts) 
 
702040P (TORUS 1) Introduction to History of Science (3 pts) 
contents:online course: Mundus cognitus I & II, tieteenhistoriaa muinaiskulttuureista 1900-luvun kynnykselle (3 pts) 
or  
literature: Whitfield, Peter: Landmarks in Western Science: from Prehistory to the Atomic Age (3 pts) or an equivalent book 
assessment: an online course with exercises or a book exam. 

 
 
702041P (TORUS 2) Introduction to History of Science (3 pts) 
contents:online course: Teknologian historian johdantokurssi – Teknologia ja yhteiskunnan muutos (3 pts) 
or 
literature: Bosse Sundin: Teknologia ja ihminen. Historiallinen katsaus 
(pages 1-71) 
and 
Thomas J. Misa: Leonardo to the Internet. Technology & Culture from 
Renaissance to the Present 
or 
equivalent literature. 
 
assessment an online course with exercises or a book exam 

 
 
702042P (TORUS 3) Methods in History of Science and Technology (4 pts) 
contents: literature: Kragh: Introduction to the Historiography of Science ( 2 pts) 
and 
articles agreed upon with the course director. 
assessment: a book exam 

 
 
Modules 4-6 
For a whole grade, students have to take 15 pts in total from these modules 

 
702043P (TORUS 4) Courses on Science and Technology Studies (3-9 pts) 
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contents: online courses, Etiikka ja julkisuus – vastuu ja oikeudet tieteessä  
(3 pts), for example 
and/or 
literature: Mika Kiikeri & Petri Ylikoski: Tiede tutkimuskohteena (2pts) 
and (upon agreement) 
Jasanoff et al.(ed.): Handbook of Science and Technology Studies (parts upon agreement)  
Hakala, Johanna & Kaukonen, Erkki & Nieminen, Mika & Ylijoki, Oili-Helena: Yliopisto - tieteen kehdosta projektimyllyksi? Gaudeamus 2003. (2 pts) 
Lemola, Tarmo (ed.): Näkökulmia teknologiaan. Gaudeamus, Helsinki 2000. (2 pts) 
Miettinen, Reijo et al.:Osaaminen ja uuden luominen innovaatioverkoissa. Tutkimus kuudesta suomalaisesta innovaatioista. Taloustieto, Helsinki 1999. (2 
pts) 
Pinch, Trevor: The Golem - what everyone should know about science. (2 pts) 
assessment: an online course or a book exam 
 

 
702044P (TORUS 5) Advanced Courses in History of Technology (3-9 pts) 
contents: online courses, Liikenne ja infrastruktuuri historian kulussa or Yhdyskuntien kehitys ja vesi 
and/or literature 
Abbate, Janet. Inventing the Internet. 
William Aspray & Martin Campbell-Kelly. Computer: A History of the Information Machine. 
Maxine Berg, Kristine Bruland (eds.). Technological Revolutions in Europe: Historical Perspectives. 
Mikael Hård & Andrew Jamison. Hubris and Hybrids: A Cultural History of Technology and Science. 
Lerman, Nina E, Ruth Oldenziel & Arwen P. Mohun (eds.): Gender & Technology. A Reader. 
Michelsen, Karl-Erik. Viides sääty. 
Misa, Thomas, J. Leonardo to Internet. 
Nye, David, E. American Sublime. 
Pantzar, Mika. Tulevaisuuden koti: ajan tarpeita keksimässä. 
Suominen, Jaakko. Koneen kokemus. 
Särkikoski, Tuomo. Tiedon liekki: kuinka Outokumpu loi keksinään ja teki siitä kulttuurin. 
 
or classics agreed upon, for example one of the following books 
Michael Adas. Machine as a measure of man. (2 pts)  
Basalla, George. The Evolution of Technology. (2 pts) 
Hughes, Thomas. American Genesis. (3 pts)  
Hughes, Thomas. Networks of Power. (3 pts)  
Mumford, Lewis. Technics and Civilization. (3 pts)  
 
assessment: an online course or a book exam. 

 
 
702045P (TORUS 6) Advanced Courses in History of Science (3-9pts) 
contents: an online course, for example Tieteen ja epätieteen rajoista (3 pts) or 
Etiikka ja julkisuus–vastuu ja oikeudet tieteessä (3 pts) 
and/or literature agreed upon 
 
Bowler, Peter J. Ympäristötieteiden historia  
Hudson. Suurin tiede. Kemian historia.  
Karttunen, Hannu. Vanhin tiede. Tähtitiedettä kivikaudesta kuulentoihin.  
Korppi-Tommola & Tommila (ed..). Suomen tieteen vaiheet.  
Kragh, Helge. Kvanttisukupolvet: 1900-luvun fysiikka.  
Mazlish, Bruce: The Uncertain Sciences.  
McClellan, James E. III & Dorn, Harold. Science and Technology in World History.  
Nordin, Svante. Filosofian historia.  
Shapin S. & Schaffer S. Leviathan and the Air-Pump. Hobbes, Boyle and the Experimental Life.  
Smith, Roger. The Fontana History of the Human Sciences. 
or classics agreed upon, for example one of the following books 
 
Kuhn, Thomas S., Structure of scientific revolutions. (suom. Tieteellisten vallankumousten rakenne)  
Puritanism and the Rise of Modern Science: the Merton Thesis.  
Sarton, George. Introduction to the History of Science. (parts upon agreement)  
Snow, C.P. Kaksi kulttuuria. 
 
assessment: an online course or a book exam. 
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